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The PRESIDENT. -He is expressly so re- | 
nested in the resolutions. 

' Mr. BALDWIN. If the Senator had heard the 
resolutions read, he would have seen that the 
senators from that State are particularly requested 
io submit them to the Senate, 

The motion to lay on the table and print was 


agreed to. 


GUTTA PERCHA. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have been requested by sev- | 
onl of the merchants and manufacturers of New 
York and Boston, connected with and engaged in 
ihe manufacture of gutta percha matter, to present 
,memorial. They represent that, at the time of 
the passage of the tariff law of 1846, the article 
was notthen inuse. The article of India rubber 
is valued among that class of articles which pay a || 
duty of ten per cent, while this article, which has || 
subsequently come into use, is placed among the || 
non-enumerated articles, and pays a duty of twenty || 

ec cent. The memorialists ask that it shall be so | 
classified as to pay a like duty with India rubber, || 
and other articles of the same character. {| 

The petition was referred to the Finance Com- | 
mittee. 
propoSsED AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. | 

| 








Mr. UNDERWOOD. I desire to submit a 
resolution to amend the rules of the Senate, and 
by the adoption of which I think a great deal of | 
time may be saved. It proposes that a motion 
may be made to Jay an amendment to any prop- 
osition, bill, or resolution, upon the table, and if it 
prevails, that it shall not carry the original bill or | 
resolution with it. If it can be considered now, I || 
will make that motion. i| 

| 
| 
| 


The PRESIDENT. It cannot be considered 
now. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I ask that it be || 
id on the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be | 
read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, AS an amendment to the rules, that a motion | 
may be made to Jay any proposition to amend a bill or res- | 
olgtion upon the table, and if it prevail, the proposed amend- 
nent shall be laid on the table, but the bill or resolution 
siall not go with it. 

DAY FOR FINAL ADJOURNMENT. | 

Mr. YULEE. [ move that the Senate now take 
up the resolution T introduced some time ago, pro- || 
posing to fix a day for the adjournment of Con- || 
gress. Even if it cannot be definitely disposed of i 
to-day, it is better to take it up, in order to elicit 
as far as possible the opinion of the Senate, with a 
view that we may shape the business of the Sen- 
ate accordingly. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator wili not press 
the taking up of this resolution now, inasmuch 
as there is a special order for half-past eleven 
as been passed over for several 








days, 

Mr. YULEE. Very well, it is not material to 
press the resolution this morning, and | will take 
tnother opportunity of doing so. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pen- 
ions, to which was referred the memorial of Rob- 
‘Armstrong, asking to be allowed a pension, 
submitted @ report in writing, which was ordered 
‘o be printed, accompanied by a bill for his relief, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee to which was 
referred the petition of Charlotte Lynch, only sur- 
viving child of Lieutenant Colonel hentar ray, 
«revolutionary officer, submitted a report in wri- 
tng, which was ordered to be printed, accompa- 
nied by a bill for her relief, which was read and 

ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
a to which was referred the memorial of 
oe Massachusetts, asking an increase of 
ad salary of the District Judge of the United 

‘ates in that State, reported a bill to regulate the 
compensation of the 


|! Jistrict Judge of the United 
States of ‘Massachusetts; which was read and 
to a second i 


Mr. BUTLER, thon ‘Committee on the Ju- 
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diciary, to which were referred the several memo- || 


rials from the bar and citizens of the District of 
Columbia in relation to the better organization of 


the courts.in the District of Columbia, and the bill | 


to reorganize the courts in the District of Colum- 
bia, reported back the bill with a recommendation 
that it do not pass, accompanied bya report which 


|| was ordered to be printed with accompanying 


papers; and at the same time reported the follow- 


a second reading: 


‘* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 


the President of the United States be, and he is hereby | 


authorized to appoint three commissioners, persons learned 
in the law, and resident in the District ef Columbia, who 


| Ing joint resolution, which was read and passed to || 
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to remove them. There was no Indian tie in 
Alabama at the time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then, if the Indian title 
was extinguished, it falls within the provision of 
the act of 1834. That act provided for the depre- 
dations committed within the States of this Union. 
It provides for two classes of cases; where the 
depredations shall be committed within the States 
upon the territory to which the Indian title has 
been extinguished, and likewise upon territory 


| which then belonged to the Indians. In euher as- 


shall prepare and report to him, for transmission to Congress || 
at its next session, or as soon thereafter as may be practica- || 
ble, a complete system of laws for the government of the | 
said District, and the administration of justice therein ; that || 


the said commissioners shall be compensated at the rate of 
eight dollars per diem while they shall be employed in the 
said work, and shall be authorized to appoint a clerk, who 
shall be paid at the rate of five dollars per diem while so 
emploved, which compensation shall be paid by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, out of any moneys in the Treasury, 


pect, according to my construction of the act of 


| 1834, it seems to me that the case Will be provi- 


ded for. If lam wrong, [ shall be happy to be 


| corrected. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I do not think that the ob- 
jection taken by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tacky is, in any aspect, a good one. He says the 
people of Florida and Alabama have been and are 


| now entitled to the benefit of this seventeenth sec- 
| tion of the intercourse law, and he does not know 
| upon what ground the department has decided to 


not otherwise appropriated: Provided, Tnat the said com- || 
missioners shall close their labors and make their report to 
the President of the United States within six months after | 


their first meeting.” 
Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President he requested to lay before the 
Senate, if not in his judgment incompatible with the public 


interest, a copy ofa dispatch to the Secretary of State, dated | 


January 8, 1850, from Mr Tod, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Brazil, and of the 


letter of Mr. Parks, late Consul at Rio Janeiro, accompany- | 


ing the same. 
INDIAN INTERCOURSE. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being the bill ‘* to extend the 


| 


benefit of the 17th section of the act to regulate | 


| intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve 


peace on the frontiers, approved the 3d of June, 
1834, to the people of the State of Texas, and 
others.’’ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to strike out 
that part of the bill which relates to Alabama and 
Florida—the portion which is retrospective in its 
action. I will read so much of the act of 1834 as 
will show:that these States, or portions of them, 
were inhabited by Indians, and were therefore por- 
tions of the Indian territory at the time: 


«¢ That all that part of the United States west of the Mis- | 


Sissippi and not within the States of Mississippi and Loui- 


siana, or the Territory of Arkansas, and also that part of the | 


United States east of the Mississippi river, and not within 
any State to which the Indian tide has not been extin- 
guished for the purposes of this act, be taken and deemed 
to be the Indian territory.”’ 

Now, this expressly embraces all that part of 
the country east of the Mississippi river which 
belonged to the United States at the passage of this 
act of }834, and it does seem to me, therefore, that 
there is no necessity for that part of the provisions 
of this bill, unless it be to give it a retrospective 
operation for some ten or fifteen years, to which I 
am utterly opposed. These claims have been here- 
tofore presented to committees of Congress for set- 
tlement, and I believe many of them have been 
already settled and are out of the way, and I think 
it would be better to let the remaining claims be 
settled in the same manner, rather than to give a 
retrospective operation to this bill, and thereby 
throw upon the departments all these unsettled 
claims. Some of them have been rejected, and we 
know not what may happen.if they get before the’ 
departments. At all events, here is the law making 
it Indian country, and if the department has not 
hitherto so regarded it, I 
possible ground it has decided to the contrary, in 
view of the law of 1834, I hope, therefore, that 
my motion will prevail. 
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| decided, as I am informed, to the contrary. 


the contrary. [ am of his opinion; I believe these 
claimants would be entitled to the benefita of the 
intercourse law of 1834. But the department has 
New, 


| these sections of the bill which the Senator pro- 


poses to strike out do nothing more than to make 


'this clear and explicit, where otherwise there 


| might be doubt. 


This law does nothing more 


| than the act of 1834, according to the construc 


| 


tion of the Senator from Kentucky. Then, | ask 
him, what harm can be done if we reénact a law 


| now in existence? 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have not seen these 
decisions of the department which have been al- 
luded to, but I do not see how it is posaible for 
human language to be plainer than the language 
of this act now is. I have read to you the sections 


|| which make all that country Indian country with- 


in the meaning of theact. Nothing can be plainer 
than that. I will now read the section which de- 
fines what depredations shal! be paid for; and I 
appeal to the Senate, when it is read, whether it is 
possible to make anything plainer? 

“That if any Indian or Indians, belonging to any tribe n 
amity with the United States, shall, within the Indian coun- 
try, take or destroy the property of any person lawfully 
within such country,” &e. 


There the case is provided for ‘‘ within the In- 


| dian country.”” Where the person is within that 


country, and has his property taken and destroyed, 
the tribe destroying it, if in peace and amity with 
the United States, shall pay for it. Now, unlees 


| my friend from Missouri has actually seen the de- 


cision of the department, and unless he can show 
some reason for believing that such a decision has 
been made, I must be a little incredulous. If can 
scarcely think the department could refuse to ap- 
ply provisions so palpable and plain as these. 
But it may be so. I have not seen it. Bat, sir, 


_ this bill does a great deal more in reference to these 


past claims. It provides that the money is to be 
paid by the Treasury within twelve months after 
the Indian agent shall have investigated the mat- 


|| ter, provided that, in the mean time, the Indian 


|| tribes do not make the compensation. 


Now, that 


'} is an enlargement of the act of 1834, and a de- 
}| parture from it, and you have here a new principle 


|| intreduced. 
|| 1834 says on that subject. 
| an investigation of the depredations committed by 
} the Indians shall be made by the Indian agent, 1 
} goes on to state: 





' 


| 


Allow me to read what the act of 
After providing that 


“And in the mean time, in respect to the property so 


cannot see upon what |} taken, stolen, or destroyed, the United States guarauty ww 


the party so injured an eventual indemnification.” 
That is the expression in the act of 1834. The 


guarantee is an eventual indemnification, and by 


r. CLEMENS. The Senator from Kentucky L this act of 1834 time is reserved for the United 
misunderstands this case entirely. The Indian || States to exhaust all its efforts to obtain satisfac- 
title to lands in Alabama had been extinguished, |) tion from the Indian tribes before that compensa- 
and the Government were bound by treaty to re- || tion is to be made. There is a diseretionary time 
move the Indians, They failed to remove them, | allowed; but this bill of my friend from Missouri 
| steps in and changes all that, and actuaily provides 


and it ia one of the causes of complaint that they 
committed these depredations after the title had 
been extinguished, and on account of the failure 
of the Government to comply with the obligation 


il 





accordi 


that the money shall be paid within twelve months, 
to my recollection of it. 
Now, it seems to me, that if he wishes to apply 
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* respect he mentions. 


the seventeenth section of the act of 1834, which 
seems to have been his object from the beginning, 
a few words, making it directly applicable to what | 
ray be created now as Indian country, would have | 
been sufficient. But this now enlarges the pro- 

visions of the act of 1834, and applies this enlarge- | 
ment, not to the whole Indian country, but to 
Pexae, Alabama, and Florida, and leaves out, as | 
understand the subject, the balance of the Indian 
country. 


| 


It embraces the particular countries || 


named in the bill, and leaves the other parts of the || guaranty the party to the amount of the value of || sufficiently covers the casea which 
| the property taken, stolen or destroyed.” ‘*Guar- || those States. 
|| anty,’’ **in the mean time,’’ and so forth. But 
| itdloes not stop there, sir. 


Indian territory altogether out of the question. 
‘The effect of that will be this: that you leave the 
provisions of the act of 1834, which I have read 
to the Senate, in full force in reference to all the 
Indians except those of Texas, Alabama, and Flor- 
ida, and in reference to this matter you give en- 
tirely a new rule, greatly superior to that which 
has heretofore prevailed, in regard to the interests 
of the claimants. Now, | put it to my friend from 
Missouri, to know upon what principle this dis- 
crimination is made? How can he reconcile it to 
himself to place one portion of the citizens of this 
country, in reference to depredations committed | 
upon their property, on a better footing than oth- | 
ers? Sir, | cannot vote for a proposition of that | 
sort. It seems to me we ought not to make this | 
distinction, but that, if this billis to pass at all, 
we ought to provide that all may obtain their 
money after twelve months, and that these claim- 
ants from Texas,Alabama, and Florida shall stand 
precisely upon the same footing as those from | 
Minnesota, Missouri, or Iowa, in reference to the 
Indians in their vicinity. {t seems to me that the | 
bill does not provide in that respect as it should, | 
and | hope the gentleman from Missouri will make 
a suitable provision. 
Mr. ATCHISON. If the case that the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky has made out was a | 
true state of the case, | would agree with him in | 
the conclusion at which he arrives. 
no change by this bill in the act of 1834, in the | 
I will call his attention to 
it, He can take the act of 1834, and this is a lit- | 
eral copy as to what he has read: 


“ Who, upon being furnished with the necessary proofs, | 
shall make application to the tribe or nation to which sach 
Indians belong, for satisfaction; and if such nation or 
tribes shall neglect or refuse to make satisfaction in a reason 
oble time, not to exceed twelve months” 





| 





«” return of the proceedings shall be made by the agent, | 
sub-ageut, or commissioner, to the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior? —— 


(The Secretary of the Interior is substituted in || 


this law for the President of the United States. 
This is the only difference. ) 
shat such further steps shall be taken as shall be proper, in | 
his opinior, to obtain satisfaction for the injury, and in the 
mean time the United States shall guaranty’??—— | 
(Using the very words of the act of 1834.) 
‘+ the party so Injured the amount of value of the property | 
taken, stolen, or destroyed.”’ 
Now, this law does not give to the people of | 
Texas, and Florida, and Alabama, and Georgia, | 
any advantage over the people of any other States | 
of the Union. It is in the very words of the act | 
of 1834. There is, therefore, no change of prin- | 
ciple. 
equally as weil in a few words to have extended | 
the benefits of the intercourse law of 1834 to the | 
people of Texas, Alabama, and Georgia. It 
might have been better to have done this in afew | 
words; but there was some obscurity in the 17:h | 


section of that law, which the committee attempt- \| 


|| inaemnification. 
| stricken out, and the word “guaranty”? is put in. 


|| fund of the Indian department. 


But there is || 


|| the act of 1834. 
(Now, these are the very words of the law of || 
1834.) | 


I admit that perhaps it would have been || 


\| motion I did. 
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months, a return of the proceeding shallbe made by the 
agent, sub-agent, or commissioner, to the Secretary of the 
Interior, that such further steps may be taken as shall be 


proper, In his opinion, to obtain satisfaction for the injury; || therefore, applies to that. 
|| and in the mean time”— 


That is to say, while other steps are going on; 


while in the discretion of the Secretary of the In- || the word ** indemnity,” or whatever it ma 


terior he is resorting to other measures to obtain 
Now, the word * indemnity”’ is 


Then it will read that ** the United States shall 


If it stopped there, 
there would be some plausibility in the reason 
based upon what my friend from Missouri read; 
but, instead of stopping there, it goes on and says 
such indemnity shall be paid out of the contingent 
Now, that is part 


| of the bill. What does it mean? 


mind it means, that after the agent shall have made 


|| his investigation, and attempted to procure indem- 


nity, and failed therein—twelve months having 
| been given him to do it in—he is to make his 
report to the Secretary of the Interior, and then 
here is an express promise on the part of the Con- 
gress of the United States to indemnify the party 
and pay the amount out of the contingent fund of 
| the department. 
Now, what is the language of the act of 1834? 
It is, that for these injuries the United States will 
| guaranty an eventual indemnification—not to pay 
| it outof the contingent fund of the department, 
but simply the payment on the part of the Govern- 
| ment, that if a person will not endeavor to retaliate 
upon the Indians—for, if he does, then by the pro- 
visions of the act he forfeits all claim to compen- 
_ sation—but look to the Government, the Govern- 
| ment will eventually indemnify him, leaving it to 
| the Government to do it at its own good pleasure. 
| Here, then, is a bill which provides that after 
| twelve months have expired—indemnity not hav- 
_ing been obtained from the Indians—the money 


|| shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the de- 


| partment. And this is to apply to a particular 
favorite section of the United States, leaving the 
| other portion of the United States to depend upon 
Now, sir, if this bill means the 
same thing as the act of 1834 —if there is no differ- 
ence in the respect | have pointed out, it is all very 
| well; but I cannot consent to legislate to make 
| this wide difference between the claims of citizens 
| of different sections of the country, which this bill 
| in its present condition, in my opinion, would in- 
| evitably make. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I move to post- 
| Pone the further consideration of this bill until to- 
| morrow. : 
| Mr. ATCHISON. I trust the Senator will 
| withdraw the motion. I shall forego any response 
| to the Senator from Kentucky; and I trust we may 
| have a vote on the bill now. It is admitted on all 
| hands to be a very important bill; and if it is in- 
| tended that the House of Representatives shall act 


| upon it atall at this session, it is time that it should | 
I trust the motion will be with- || 


| pass the Senate. 
drawn, so that we can havea vote on the bill. 
| Mr. MASON. I dislike to interpose in relation 
| to this matter; but I felt compelled to make the 
l am willing, however, that a vote 
should be taken on this bill. I therefore withdraw 
my motion. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 


ed to obviate by substituting other and different of Mr. Unperwoop, to strike out the third section 


words, without changing the meaning of the law. | 


If the Senator from Kentucky will examine the 
matter, he will find that there is no advantage 
given to the people of Texas, or other States of 
the Union, as to their intercouse with Indian 
tribes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The difference between 
the Senator from Missouri. and myself can very 
readily be seen by reading the language of the act 
of 1834 and the language of this bill. If there is 
no difference, why, of course, my objection falls 
to the ground. I do conceive, though, that there 
is a very palpabie difference, and that it will be so 
construed by the department which may have to 
adjudicate upon the matter, if this bill should pass. 
The section of the bill which we have now under 
consideration provides that— 

“ tf each nation or tribes shall refuse or neglect to make 


of the bill. 

|| Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, all that part of 
|| the argument of the Senator from Kentucky 
| which refers to what he supposes to be a differ- 
|| ence between this bili and that of 1834, in regard 
|| to the degree of responsibility and the character of 
|| the responsibility which the Government assumes, 
has no application whatever, to the amendment 
which is now proposed. Am I right if that? I 
|| ask the Senator from Kentucky, because I wish to 
|| reply simply to what he said in regard to the 
/ amendment now pending. 

| Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman is mis- 
| taken. I will explain. The section which I pro- 
| pose to strike out reads: ** The preceding sections 
'| of this act shall apply to citizens of Georgia, Ala- 
| bama, and Florida, for injuries done to property 
|| by the Indians,” &c. This section, therefore, by 








satisfaction im a reasqnable time, not to exeeed twelve aboptiog the preceding sections, places Alabama 





If language can | 
| communicate a distinct and intelligible idea, to my 
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and Florida, like Texas, on the favored footins . 
which I complain. That. part of the aaa 


Mr. YULEE. Well, to avoid that, he 


. Oue 
to move to strike out the part to which he ot _ 


ecis; 


But the proposition now is to strike out — 


of the bill which makes it applicable to 
Florida, and Alabama. The Senator wot 
proposition, because he thinks the act of 1834, 
can arige jn, 
Now, if that were so, the Proposi 
|| tion of the Senator to strike out what he proposes, 
|| would be right. But, in point of fact, it is not go" 
\| | will show the Senator that the department ex. 
pressly decided that the act does not apply to those 
States, and that, in fact, it does not apply to them 
The Senator has not given due stress and em, 
| phasis to a part of the phraseology of the act of 
| 1834, which controls its meaning anid application 
In the first place, the Senator is mistaken in gy, 
posing that the present act will apply to any class of 
cases which have been before the committee of 
| which he is a member, or which have been acted 
| on by Congress at all. It applies to a few cases 
| which have been referred at this session to th 
|| Committee on Indian Affairs. That cOMMittes 
| instead of reporting special acts, finding tha: ihe 
| department had determined not to apply the act of 
|| 1834 to these cases, under the presumption tha: 
|! was not intended to apply to them, have ini. 
| duced this general act, by which the general pro. 
visions of the law of 1834 are made to apply to 
| these States. 
|| Now, the cases referred to had been presented 
|, to the Indian department, according to the provis- 
ions and requirements of this law. The Indian 
department, by a written decision, which was in 
| my possession some time ago, expressly decided 
that the act of 1834 did not apply to those cases, 
for a reason which I[ will proceed to show. And 
this seemed to me to be a proper reason, consider- 
ing that executive officers should give a strict con- 
| struction to the acts under which they are called 
on to pay money. It is this: The act of 1834 de- 
| elared that the Indian country should be “ aii that 
‘part of the United States west of the Mississippi, 














‘and not within the States of Missouri and Loui- 
‘siana, or the Territory of Arkansas; and also 
‘that part of the United States east of the Missis- 
‘ sippi river, and not within any State to whieh the 
* Indian title has not been extinguished.” Now, 
then, the Indian title had been extinguished, at 
the time of the passage of the act, to Florida and 
Alabama. , 





| Now let us look at the 17th section of the act 
| of 1834, which has a direct bearing upon the sub- 
ject. It says: 

“That if any Indian or Indians belonging to any tribe in 

amity with the United States shall, within the Indian coun- 
try, take or destroy the property of any person lawlully 
| within such country, or shall pass from the Lndian country 
into any State or Territory,” &c, 
. The Senator overlooks that part of the law 
which makes it necessary that the Indians should 
have passed from the Indian country. The de 
partment has decided that they do not pass from 
Indian country, except when they pass from the 
country described as such in the first section of 
the act—country west of the Mississippi appro- 
priated to Indian occupation, or country east of 
the Mississippi to which the Indian title has not 
| been extinguished. The Senator will, therefore, 
see that the ground upon which the department 
made its decision has some reasonable foundation, 
and that some remedial legislation is therefore re- 
quired. : 

Now, if it be proper and right that this act of 
1834 should exist at all, it is equally proper and 
right that it should apply to every part of the 
country where Indians, under the authority and 
jurisdiction of the United States, yet continue 10 
contiguity with the white population. This is all 
I desire to say. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I would 
| call the attention of the Senator from Florida toa 
difference. The act of 1834 contains this limita- 
tion: 

“ And also, That unless such claim shall be pre- 
sented within three years after the commission of the 1n- 
jury the same shail be barred.”” 

Now, there is a retrospective section in the bill 
before us which revives and resuscitates all these 


claims for some fourteen or fift ears. You 
leave the question in reference ds dopestetions jons upon 
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vil ste claims for fourteen or fifteen years. || 


Now, is that right and proper? Certainly not. | 
” Mr. CLEMENS. If the Senator will allow | 
ae, | will put him right as toa matter of fact. 
These claims were presented, in 1836. General 
Jackson recommended Congress to act upon them. 
Congress appointed a board to examine and in- 
vestigate them. That board reported upon them; 
snd the Committee of Claims in the House of | 
Representatives reported a bill in their favor. | 


i 





Mr. UNDERWOOD. I can give my friend 
fom Alabama the most direct answer imaginable. | 
He has a particular lot or batch of claims in his 
wind. He speaks of that lot or collection oy 
aims a3 having been presented, but | am speak- 
ing of the operation of thissection. This section 
vides for all claims which may not have been 
‘resented. And how many such claims may be 
irought forward no one can tell. Now, if there | 
be a particular class of cases that have heretofore 
veen presented and not finally disposed of, we 
ought to turn attention to that, and make pro- 
yision for thatclass. But here we are legislating 
ypon a general proposition, and that proposition | 
revives cases fourteen or fifteen years back to || 
these favored States, and leaves the limitation of )| 
three years to apply to all the rest of the United || 
States. i 

Now, in regard to the decision of the depart- | 
ment, to which the gentlemen from Florida has | 
fered. Of course, I cannot speak in respect to 
that. {should like very much to have an oppor- 
tunity to look into it. It seems to me that these 
Sites were either Indian country, or States or | 
Territories. The bill provides for both. The 
gentleman says the Indian title was extinguished; | 
and that the commissioner, after its extinguish- || 
ment, would not regard itas Indian country. That 
isrightenough. But the very extinguishment of || 
the Indian tithe made it territory of the United | 
States, until a State government was formed. 

Mr. YULEE. If the Senator will observe, the 
ect requires that the Indians shall pass from In- 
dian country to commit depredations in a State or 
Territory. They decided that the location of the 
Indians, who committed those depredations, was 
not Indian country. Therefore, the Indians did 
not pass from Indian country. This was the pre- 
cise point to which I wish to call the attention of 
the Senator. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will read the law: 


“Tfany Indian or Indians, belonging to any tribe in ami- 
ty withthe United States, shall, within the Indian country, 
take or destroy property, or shall pass from the Indian coun- 
uy to any State or Territory inhabited by citizens of the 
United States,” &c. 

If the construction of that is, that it is necessary 
that the Indians should pass from the Indian coun- 
try, itis avery rigid and strict construction, and 
one that seems to me to be altogether unwarranted 
by thelaw. Bat if in that respect gentlemen want 
the law amended, or if they want the benefit of 
the law of 1834 applied to Texas and all these 
States, I will give it to them, with all my heart, 
In every particular. But this bill proposes a great 
deal more, and that which palpably conflicts with 
the act of 1834, and places these States on a better 
footing than the rest of the United States. 1 wish 
to see all fare alike. 

Mr. RUSK. I do not rise to detain the Senate. 
One objection which has been raised to this bill is, 
that it will place these States on a different footing 
from others under the act of 1834. The payment 
of claims for Indian depredations cemmitted in 
Florida and Alabama has been refused under the 
act of 1834, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
having decided that the act did not extend to those 
States at the time the depredationa were commit- 
ted. It never has been extended to the State of 
Texas, Can it then be giving those States any 
advantage over others? Clearly not. The next 
objection is, that you require payment to be made 
" the United States after they have guarantied it. 

ow, if the United States guaranty the payment 
they are liable to pay it, and they ought to pay it 
Promptly. And is ita matter of considerable im- 
portance that the United States should have to 
pay it within a year after the passage of the bill, 
when these claimants in Alabama and Florida 











have been waiting for fifteen years ? I think there 


no reasonable objection to this bill, and I hope 


oie in other parts of the United States to be | we shall have a vote on it at once, and pass it. | 
tarred in three years, and pet, for the special ben- | There has, to say the least, been talk enough upon 
rticular section of the country, you re- || the subject; let us have a vote. 


this bill, but I feel constrained to move to postpone 
| the further consideration of it, that we may pro- || 
| ceed to the special order. 


a vote on this bill. 


OO 
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Mr. MASON. I feel reluctant to interfere with 


' 


Mr. RUSK. I hope not. I hope we shall get | 
The motion to postpone was negatived. i 
Mr. BRADBURY. I understood the Senator || 

from Texas [Mr. Rusx] the other day to rest his | 

argument in favor of the passage of this bill, upon | 
the ground that it would prevent retaliation on the 

Indians by the persons whose property was stolen | 

or destroyed by the Indians, and thereby the in- | 

terruption of friendly relations between the Indians || 
and border settlers. | 

Mr. RUSK, (in his seat.) That is what the || 
law was passed for. | 

Mr. BRADBURY. That is the ground upon || 
which the law rests. There may bea propriety 
in the passage of a law of that kind, and in case || 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky 





should prevail, that policy will be carried out. It | 
| will be perceived that the law provides for the || 


payment by the United States for property that | 
has been destroyed or stolen by the Indians. | 
Section third, proposed to be stricken out by the | 
Senator from Kentucky, provides for something 
more: 

“ That the provisions of this act shal! apply to the citi- 
zens of Alabama and Florida, for injuries done to property 
by the Indians subsequent to the first day of January, 1896, 
and to the people of Texas from the date of the annexation 
of said State to the United States.” 

This section is retrospective. It is not neces- | 
sary to carry out the policy of the law, and if 


stricken out, it will leave the law fairly carrying || 


out the policy upon which it is advocated. It is | 


contended, however, that depredations have been || . 


committed which should be paid for. Suppose | 
that is the case, does this provide a suitable mode | 
of investiguting those cases? I think not. Jt is | 
loose in its terms. 


of taking testimony. | 


provides a tribunal for 
objected to, and I think it will be infinitely better, | 
if Florida has claims of fifteen years’ standing, and 
Texas five years’ standing, that they should pre- 
sent those claims to Congress, and that if Con- 


board, and if Congress does not, that they should 
be presented to Congress. 


vestigation or examination. I hope the amend- 
ment may prevail, and thus my objection to the 
bill be removed. 

Mr. YULEE. 
requires is precisely what has been done. The 
parties have come to Congress with their several 


personal recovery of their !osses, in compliance 
with the policy of Congress. Under the impres- 
sion that the law of 1834 —— to them, they ap- 

lied to the department. The department decided 
that the letter of the law does not apply to them. 





| Chair has announced the decision; but the ques- 


It a no suitable mode || 
t 


the investigation of those cases which might be || 


gress should provide a board for the investigation | 
of those claims, they should be presented to that || 


1 object to this mode | 
of disposing of a large class of claims without in- || 


What the Senator from Maine || 


claims, after having. refrained from seeking the | 


They come then to Congress; they are here in || 





eaten 





expressly declaring that the provisions of the act 


of 1834 do not apply to Florida, because they do 

not extend to Florida. Here are the decisions; 

they are before the Senate, and the Senator might 

have seen them. / 

. Mr. UNDERWOOD. Send one of them over 
ere. 


Mr. YULEE. To save time I wil! read an ex- 


|| tract from a letter from the department to one of 


the claimants: 


“Your loss and annoyance the Department deeply re- 
grets, but as the act usually known as the intercourse law 
does not embrace Florida, Congress is the only power 
which can redress your grievance and provide a proper 
remedy.” 

Here is one of the decisions, and it is on that 
that the committee have acted in recommending 
the Senate to pass a remedial measure. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the proposition 
to strike out fails, will it then be in order to amend 
the section ? ; 

The PRESIDENT. It will be in order. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Unper- 


| woop’s amendment, and it was carried on a divis- 


ton of ayes 18, noes 15. 
Mr. YULEE. I ask the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDENT. It 1s too late now; the 


tion will come up again when the bill is reported 
to the Senate. 
Mr. ATCHISON. I desire to reinstate so much 


| of the section which has been stricken out as ap- 


| plies to Texas. I do not think the reasons that 
| have been applied to the citizens of Alabama, 
| Florida, and Georgia can appiy to Texas. It is 


|} admitted on all hands that the intercourse law of 


| 1834 did not apply to Texas, and that they have 
not the benefit of it. 

| The PRESIDENT. After the bill is reported 
to the Senate, the Senator can accomplish his ob- 


There being no further proposition to amend, 
the bill was reported to the Senate. 
The Senate concurred in the first two amend- 


ents. 

The PRESIDENT then stated the question to 
be on concurring in Mr. Unperwoop’s amend- 
ment to strike out the third section of the bill. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I must ask for the yeas and 
| nays on concurring in thatamendment. it seems 
| to me that if a just claim is to be treated in this 
way, it is wholly unnecessary for any one to come 
to Congress for a just claim. What are the facta 
in relation to these claims? In 1836 the President 
| brou, ht this matter to the consideration of Con- 
Congress appointed a board to take testi- 

mony; that testimony was taken. The Senator 
|| from Maine objects that this bill provides no mode 
of taking testimony. The testimony is elready 
|| taken, and in the department. It was taken bya 
'| board appointed by Congress, reported upon and 

acted upon in the House of Representatives, and 

afterwards a bill was reported to this body by the 
|| Committee of Claims to allow this claim. And 
|| now we are told that we are not to get it, because 
| one part of this Senate chooses to construe the act 
|| of 1834 differently from the Commissioner of In- 
|| dian Affairs, and they say that we have got all we 
want under that act. Sir, | want no beter bill 


| 


\] gress. 


Congress; their cases have been referred to the |, 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and that committee, || 
instead of reporting on the several cases sepa- | 
rately, think it right and proper to recommend to | 

tins | 
ee cal baa Saawunwaniag || allow me to interrupt him, | will make a proposi- 
be more reasonable or more right? “The Senate || to” I propose, if that will meet the views of 
must place some confidence in the action of their || ‘* gentleman, to offer an amendment in the place 
Scahdnes The Committee on Indian Affairs of this third section, to embrace the cases which 
after the examination of these Gases; satinfled that || Dave been already prepared by testimony, either 
they come within the spirit of the act of 1834, sat- || by referring them to Congress or the department. 
‘sfied that the department has decided that the jet. |, If the gentieman will allow the bill to be passed 
a i by, I will, with the concurrence of the gentleman 


ter of the act of 1834 does not apply to them, re- ‘ ‘ : , 
: rom Florida, [Mr. Yuree,] prepare an amend- 
port an act, which they recommend to the Senate |) "0"! Ooi wll cS muEEP) DF pa 


as one properly remedial in these cases. But the : , 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Unperwoop,]} not ees 4 none a a. fd 
satisfied with the examination which the Commit- - , J 


tee on Indian Affairs have made, and with the de- | then postponed ull to-morrow. 

cision to which they have come, says that he PUBLICATION OF BOOKS. = =—— 
wants to see the fact that the department has made || Mr. BENTON. [ wish to make an inquiry 
so remarkable and outrageous a decision. Now || respecting a resolution thet passed yesterday in 
here is the fact. If the Senator had taken ghe || the book line—for the purchase of a book. I 
trouble to examine the papers before he gought to || was not in my place, and I wish to know what 
amend the bill, he would have seen the fact in the || was done with it? 


reported by the committee. Here are two The PRESIDENT. It is not on the table, but 
Decisions of the Cotmaieahenar of Indian Affairs, in the Secretary’s office being engrossed, , 


than one to extend to us the provisions of that 
law. Pass a resolution saying that we shall have 
the benefit of the act of 1834, and I ask no more. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman wiil 
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Mr. BENTON. And will come up, when? 
The PRESIDENT. To-morrow. 


resolution. {Laughter.] 
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bili to provide for the more effectual execution of 


the third clause of the second section of the fourth 


article of the Constitution of the United States. 


The question pending was on the amendment 


offered by Mr. Prarrt. 


Mr. PRATT moved to amend his amendment | 


by adding thereto, as an additional section, the 
following: 


Jind be it further enarted, That if, at any time after any | 


fugitives trom service or labor shall ve paid for as herein- 


belore authorized and required, it shall be in the power of | 
the officers named in this act to apprehe; d euch fugitives, || 
that it shall be the duty of said officers to apprehend them, | 
and asoon thereafter as may be to deliver them to their | 


owners or their representattves to whom such payment may 
have been made; and upon such delivery, it shall be the 
duty of the said officers to notify the district attorney, for 
the time being, of the district in which the owner may re- 


ride, of such delivery, wherenpon the master shall become || 
liable to the United States for the value of such fugitives | 
at the time of sach delivery, to be recovered by the said || 


district attorney of the master by suit in the said circuit 
court.?? 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed , 


to, and the question being taken, by yeas and 
nays on the amendment as amended, they were 
as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs, Badger, Downs, Foote, Houston, Man- i A c ; 
| survey now in prosecution upon the Pacific coast. 


gum, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, and Rusk—-9. 

NAYS—Messars. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, Berrien, 
Bradbury, Bright, Butier, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Davis of 
Masaachveetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, 
Greene, Hamlin, Jones, King, Phelps, Smith, Sturgeon, 
‘Turney, Underwood, Upham, Walesa, Whitcomb, Win- 
tirop, and Yulee—2s. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend by strik- 


ing out all after the enacting clause and inserting || 


a substitute therefor, which was read, 

The PRESIDENT stated that the amendment 
was not in order, but that it would be when the 
bill was before the Senate. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
Mr. UNDERWOOD renewed his amendment, 


upon which a long debate ensued, in which | 
Messrs. UNDERWOOD, MASON, FOOTE, || Survey that the work could not be prosecuted un- || 


. . 





Some conversation occurred upon a point of or- 


|| der in which Messrs. HUNTER, STANLY, and 
Mr, BENTON, When it does come up, I pro- | 


pose to fight the battle of the books upon that | 


others, participated. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. HUNTER inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, what was, the 


the coast of Florida? Was it a separate survey 
from the general coast survey ? 


detachment of the surveying corps employed there, 


| and said that by mistake the appropriation had 


been printed $24,000, whereas it should have been 
$30,000, and it had so been altered. 

Mr. HUNTER said, the gentleman seemed to 
misunderstand his inquiry, and again asked 
whether this was a separate survey from the gen- 
eral survey ? 


Mr. BAYLY replied, No; it was not. 


Mr. HUNTER. Then | ask why a separate | 


item is inserted for it? 


Mr. BAYLY. It was inserted for the sake of |, 
| simplicity, and a ready undertaking of the matter. || 
The CHAIRMAN interposed, and stated that 


this conversation was not in order. 
Mr. THURSTON moved an amendment as fol- 


lows, viz: 


“ For the continuation of the survey of the west coast of |! 


the United States, by the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, $24,500.” 

In explanation and support of the amendment, 
he said that its object was to continue the coast 


He wished to state, in reply to inquiries which 
had been made on yesterday, that an estimate was 
made of the amount supposed to be necessary to 
prosecute the survey on that coast; that the esti- 
mate was made ten months ago, and based upona 


| state of facts which the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey supposed to be in existence at that time, || 


viz: that the work could be prosecuted upon that 


| coast at like expense to those which attended the 


surveys on the eastern coast. Now, he wished 


| the committee to understand, that nearly all the 
| crews of the vessels attached to this surveying 
_ party had deserted, and taken some of the boats || 
| belonging to the vessels. Lieutenant McArthar |) 
| had. informed the Superintendent of the Coast 


DAVIS of Mississippi, and TURNEY partici- || jess he was authorized to pay the wages of the 
pated, and which will be published in the Ap- | country. While, under the old state of things, 


pend:x. 
‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, 4ugust 23, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union. 


Mr. STANLY called for the regular order of | 


business. 

The SPEAKER said, this being private bill day, 
the regular order of business would be the private 
bills on the Speaker’s table, and afterwards the 
call of the committees for reports; but the motion 
of the gentleman from Virginia was first in order. 

The motion of Mr. Bayiy was put and agreed 
to. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Buar in the chair) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 

The state of the question was this: 

Mr. THURSTON had moved to amend the bill 
by inserting the following, viz: 


« For the continuation of the survey of the weet coast of 


the United States by the Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 
vey, $25,000.” 


Mr. BAYLY had moved to amend by striking | 


out $25,000 and inserting $26,000. 
The questions being respectively taken— 


The amendment te the amendment and the | 


amendment were rejected. 
Mr. HUNTER said he believed it was in order 


te move to strike out the appropriation for the sur- | 


vey for the coast of Florida. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that that clause had 
been passed, and that it was not in order to go 
back. 





| upon which the estimate was made, hands could 
be procured at $10 or $12 per month, under the || 
| new state of things they couid not be obtained for 


Jess than $100 or $150 per month. 
thing else which was purchased, it was necessary 
to pay corresponding prices. Only $14,000 had 


coast—a coast nearly or quite 1,500 miles. In 
consequence of these high prices, it was supposed 


| that perhaps every dollar of this $14,000 was ex- 


hausied, and that the party were out there now 
without a single dollar either to pay a hand or buy 


| a morsel of food, The alternative, therefore, was 
| presented to the committee, whether they would 
| give this additional appropriation, or whether they 
| would cause the superintendent of the survey to 
‘| recall this party, leaving the coast entirely un- 


surveyed, without a single light-house, withouta 
single buoy, without anything which waa neces- 
sary to place the navigation of that coast on the 
peeger basis. . 

ow, he must believe that the committee, when 
the question was just now taken, did not under- 
stand the nature of the amendment; for he was 
satisfied, from the indications given yesterday, 
that there was a vast majority of the committee in 
favor of making an additional appropriation for 
the prosecution of this work. He earnestly hoped 
that before the question was again taken, the com- 


mittee would take into serious consideration the || 


question whether the work was to be entirely 
abandoned, and the benefit of all that had been 
done lost and thrown away, for the want of a few 
additional thousands of dollars to complete it. 
Mr. TOOMBS said, the gentleman from O n 
was wholly mistaken. The reasons which he had 
given in support of an additional appropriation 
were conclusive reasons why this appropriation 
shoyld not be made. As to the different state of 
things in Oregon and California now, from that 
which existed ten months ago, the gentleman and 
the committee well knew that this extraordi 
state of things had notarisen within ten montha, 
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en REE 


, connected with this survey, who were en 


to prosecute the work, from $100 to §1 
_ now be paid for hands. 

| necessity for this appropriation for the survey of |) 
|| the second point. 
| point of the gentleman’s remarks. 
Mr. BAYLY replied that there was a separate | 








For every- || these books. 


Aug. 23, 


Mr. THURSTON (int ing) wished 
as he had said before, that the aoe of the rr 
aged at 
In Order 
50 mus: 


$10 or $12 per month, had deserted, and 


Mr. TOOMBS said the gentleman had ZOt upon 


He was replying to the first 


The gent) 
had said that ten months ago, when the cotines 


was made, a different state of things existed in 
California and Oregon. He (Mr. T.) denied that 
_ this was the case, and said the committee and the 


| country well knew that at that time the same wild 


| excitement, the same inflation of prices, the same 
extraordinary state of things existed then as ex. 
isted at the present time. 

But the gentleman said that the crews run AWay 
and carried off their boats. This only shows; 
that we could not carry on the work at this time 
If we hired new men at higher rates, and took 

them out there, it would only be carrying oy, 
passengers who would run away when they o. 
there. This appropriation of $14,000 was enous). 
and as for an increase being recommended by the 
officers connected with the survey, there was 
| scarcely an officer of any of the bureaus who 
would not recommend increased appropriations 
if Congress would grant them. It was the prope, 
work of the officers of the navy to make these 
| reconnoissances; they were the only persons who 
could do it at this time. Let the heutenants ani 
_midshipmen who had nothing to do—who wer 
| stationed at our depdt of charts, and at various 
points throughout the country—be employed to 
prosecute this work. He was opposed to making 
this additional appropriation of $25,000 to carry 
| new men around there—to run away again, and 





|| take off new boats, &c., with them. 


The question was taken, and the amendment of 
| Mr. Tuursron was rejected. 


The following item being under consideration : 


To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for 102 copies of the eighth volume of the American 
Archives, to be delivered to members of the Twenty-sixt) 
Congress at $16 83 cents per volume, $1,716 66.” 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved an amend- 
| ment to strike out this item. 

He made this motion, he said, for the purpose of 
| inquiring if anybody knew of any reason why this 
| Congress was called upon to pay for books to be 
| delivered to members of the ‘T'wenty-sixth Con- 
gress? That Congress expired in 1841], about ten 
years since. Few, if any, of its members would get 
The remainder would be deposited 


|| in the PNET and somebody else would get 
| them and sell 
| been estimated for the survey of our western || 


them. 

| Mr. BAYLY was very much in hope that the 
| committee would be enabled to satisfy itself that 
| it ought to strike out this item. If it could he 
| done, no one wouid be more gratified than himself. 
| But as he understood the facts they were these: 


|| That these books were ordered by a law of the 


 Twenty-sixth Congress to be compiled and pub- 
| lished, and that law provided that the members of 
| that Congress were to have a complete set when 
| they were finished, if that was not within forty 
years, These he understood to be the facts. If 
there was any way of getting rid of the appropria- 
tion he should like it. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississipi. After the expla- 
nation of the gentleman, I insist upon striking out 
the item. 

Mr. BAYLY suggested to the gentleman from 
| Mississippi, that it would be better to repeal the 
| law providing for the distribution of these books, 
| than to witkhold the appropriation. But the 
committee could do as they pleased. 
| Mr. JONES moved an amendment (pro forma) 
to the amendment, which was not distinctly heard. 

He said he made this motion for the purpose of 
re cen as ~ a a cee under a 
aw, perhaps by the 26th Congress, a con- 
tract was made, he believed ,with Force & Clarke, 
| to publish this work, and it was now being pub- 
lished under contract. If the House could get 

clear of the contract, he should be very glad to 
repeal the law and withhold any further of these 
uppropriations. But the contract was in existence, 
and the books were being published in conformity 


to it. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, expressed his 
eins Ao the emogtmentiaditas gentleman from 


‘enneasee, on the ground that it would not accom- 
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ijection was not so much to the purchase of these | 
ie and the paying for them, as it was to giving } 
them # direction which they could not possibly || 
wach. To say that they should be delivered to || 
the members of the 26th Congress was equivalent 
wo saying that they should not be distributed at all. 
gvery gentleman knew that many members of 
iat Congress were in their graves; many others | 
jad left their former places of residence; how, | 
then, were they to be found? To whom were the 
jooks to be delivered? He hoped, therefore, that | 
the item would be stricken out, and that they | 
would not appropriate money to buy books to be ] 
antéd. | 
“ic. SWEETSER was understood to say, that | 
during the present session he had received various \| 
communications from persons, other than ex-mem- | 
pers, inquiring about books ordered by former || 
Congresses, and stating that they wanted them, || 
asa part of the assets of former members, to be || 





old. 
"Me. JONES (no objection being. made) with- 
drew his amendment. 
The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Brown— 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- || 
ment, by inserting in the item proposed to be | 
sricken out, the words, **and Delegates,”’ so that | 
it read, Members and Delegates of the Twenty- | 
sixth Congress. 
He said, he wished to make a remark as to the | 
propriety of giving these books to the Members | 
and Delegates. The question involved .was noth- | 
ing more nor less than whether the present Congress || 
should repudiate a contract entered into by the | 
Twenty-sixth Congress. He proceeded to explain 
what had taken place heretofore under the contract, | 
and was understood to say that seven volumes had | 
already been published and delivered, according to | 
contract; and the question now was, whether they | 
vould refuse to pay for the eighth volume, and || 
repudiate? Whether the members of that Con- || 
gress had acted wisely or unwisely, it was a con- || 
tract, and he was for fulfilling its obligations. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of | 
Mr. ScueNck was rejected. 1 
The question recurring upon the amendment of |! 
Mr. Brown— | 
Mr. BROWN called for tellers, who were or- 
dered. And Messrs. Mitison and Bennerrt were 
appointed. 
And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 45, noes 75. 
So the amendment was rejected. ' 


Mr. HUNTER moved to amend the amend- || 
ment, by striking out the Twenty-sixth Congress |) 
and inserting the Thirty-first. [Laughter.] 

Mr. H. was understood to say, it had been re- || 
marked that it was necessary to take these books || 
to carry out a contract. He was opposed to any 
contract being made by Congress which proposed 
to provide books for twenty years in advance. If 
the contract was to be carried out, let the books be 
furnished to the members of the Congress now in 
existence, 

A Member remarked that the books had already 1 
been voted to the members of the present Congress. || 
_ Mr. HUNTER said, it was immaterial to him; |) 
it was his intention to vote against the whole || 
thing. The gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. || 
Brown] had said that many of the members of | 
tte Twenty-sixth Congress were dead. One of 
them, to his (Mr. H.’s) certain knowledge, was in | 
the penitentiary; and surely Congress did not | 
want to purchase books for former members, who | 
were dead, had moved away, or were in the peni- | 
lentiary. If the books were to be taken, let it be 
for the members of the present Congress; and thus 
repudiate, not the contract, but this mode of pur- 
chasing books twenty years ahead. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, briefly opposed 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Howrer.} These books had already been voted 
to the members of the present Congress, and if 
they now voted other copies of the same volumes, 
what would be the consequence ? 

Mr. HUNTER said it would be very easy to 
change the other appropriation. 
att, BROWN said that the appropriation had 
Siready been made. He was about to suggest to 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Hunrer,] 80 to | 
modify his amendment as to provide that the 
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|| seventeen copies of the 8th volume of the Amer- | 
| ican Archives, to be delivered to new members of 
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di the object he (Mr. B.) had in view. His 1 books should be delivered tothe Clerk, but retained || The contract alluded to did not, nor does it, em- 





until they should be disposed of by Congress. | 
Congress, however, was bound to take the books, | 
and he (Mr. B.) had no desire to see them thrown || 
away. He hoped the gentleman would accept the 
modification. 

Mr. HUNTER was now understood, by gen- | 
eral consent, to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BROWN now offered the following amend- | 
ment: to strike from the clause the words *‘ to be |) 
delivered to members of the 26th Congress,” and 
to insert the words ‘to be retained in his posses- 
sion until disposed of by Congress.”’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMPTON offered an amendment, pro- 
viding 

* For the purchase of a site and the erection of a custom- | 
house and post office at Pittsburg, $50,000, to be expended || 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury: Pro- || 
vided, That the plan of the building shall be such thatthe | 
whole cost, both of building and site, shall in no event ex- || 
ceed the appropriation hereby made.”’ 

The amendment having been read, 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it would 
come in more appropriately at some other part of | 
the bill. 

Mr. BAYLY. We might as well dispose of it | 
now, as I do not suppose that it will come in any- | 
where. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I suppose not, if the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Barty} can keep it out. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of 
order. 

The item appropriating $1,969 to enable the | 
Clerk of the House to pay for one handred and | 


he 27th Congress, being under consideration, 

Mr. HUNTER moved to amend it by striking 
out the words, ‘‘ to be delivered to new members | 
of the 27th Congress,’ and to insert the words, 
‘*to be retained by him,”’ so that the Clerk shall 
retain the copies, 

The appropriation to enable the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives to pay for five thousand 
five hundred and forty-four copies each of Con- 
gressional Globe and Appendix, to be delivered to | 
members of the 3lst Congress, being under con- 
sideration, 

Mr. FITCH moved to amend it by extending | 
the distribution to the Delegates in the present 
Congress. 

Mr. F. explained that the object of the amend- 
ment was simply to give to the Delegates from | 
the Territories the same number of “ Globes”’ || 
which were provided for the Representatives from 
the States. He supposed that the omission was 
the result of an oversight on the part of the gen- 
tleman who introduced the resolution under which || 
the documents were furnished. He hoped there 
would be no objection to it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment | 
was agreed to. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the || 
amendment, by adding at the end of the 90 1st line || 
the following words: 

“And to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to pay for reporting and publishing in the ‘ Daily Globe’ | 
two thousand columns of the proceedings of the House of || 
Representatives for this session, at the rate of $7 50 a col- | 
umn, $15,000.” : : 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, that he would refer |, 
the members of the committee to the very lucid, || 
and, as he thought, satisfactory letter lately ad- | 
dressed by Mr. Rives to the members of this | 
House fora fuller exposition of the reasons which || 
had prompted him (Mr.McC. ) to offer this amend- 
ment, than he would be enabled to afford under || 
the limitation of five minutes’ debate. He thought | 
the facts set forth in that letter were conclusive in | 
favor of the merits of his amendment. I] 

Since the date of the existing contract for the re- || 
porting and publishing of the proceedings of the |) 


Senate, which was made in 1848, the edings | 
Rive _of the debates, often with very little alteration, 


of that ork and those of the House rested 
upon very different footings. Under that contract 
the proceedings and debates of the Senate have 
been very faithfully reported; and their publica- 
tion has almost entirely e the columns of 
the Union and Intelligencer, to the exclusion of | 
the proceedings of the House. This has resulted 
from the legal obligation under which the proprie- 
tors of those ae have come to report and pub- 
lish the proceedings of the Senate at large. 





_unprovided for by an 


| the day after they were had. 


|| ceedings of the House is a muc 
| expensive task than that of reporting the proceed- 
|| ings of the Senate. 


|| of Congress. 
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brace the proceedings of the House: they are yet 
‘ specific contract for report- 
ing and publishing them. To obviate, in some 


| degree, this inequality, and to place the reporting 
|; and publishing of the proceedings of the House 


upon a footing of some permanency and respec- 
tability, Mr. Rives was induced to commence 
the publication of the ** Daily Globe,’’ whereby 
the proceedings of the House might be published 
This paper has 
been the only direct medium through which the 


|| proceedings of the House have been seasonably 


communicated to the people since its establish- 
ment. But for its existence the current proceed- 
ings and debates of the House would have been, 
and would now be, virtually a sealed book, ex 
cept so far as they might have been or may be 
communicated by letter-writers and othér irrespon- 
sible persons. 

The expense of this paper constitutes one, and 


|| ® heavy item, of the present pecuniary losses of 
| Mr. Rives. 


I am credibly informed that the pub- 
lication of this paper, including the whole expense 


| of the establishment, amounts to some twenty 
| times as much as the receipts for it amount to, 


And this expense, I am informed, is also consider- 
ably enhanced by supporting the exchange list of 


|| the Globe, which, probably, amounts to some 
| $2,500 a year, and which is supported in a spirit 
|| of liberality to extend the circulation of the pro- 


ceedings of Congress as widely and as thorough- 
ly as possible among the people. This item 
might be considerably abated; but the abatement 
would much limit the circulation of the proceed- 
ings of Congress. 

Another heavy item of expense is the reporting of 
the proceedings of the House, which requires the 
best professional skill and almost unceasing labor. 
This item has been greatly enhanced of Jate, in con- 


| seouence of the determination of Mr. Rives to re- 
| port the proceedings of the House as fully as those 


of the Senate are reported under their contract for 


| that purpose—and this determination appears to 
| have been successfully carried into effect. 


At least 
I have heard no complaint on this score. It should 
also be recollected that the reporting of the pro- 
more difficult and 


L am credibly informed that 
the reporting of the proceedings of the House 
averages some $40 72 a day, for the entire session 
This item is considerable in itself, 
and in the aggregate must amount to many thou- 
sand dollars for the session. 

Another item is the mechanical labor of setting 
up the type for the proceedings of the House, which, 


| too, has been greatly enhanced in consequence 
| of the necessity which has been devolved of set- 
| ting those proceedings up in type at night, in ex- 


ecution of the plan of publishing them concur- 
rently with their date. This necessity has added 


/a heavy per cent. to what would be the cost of 
| the same work if done in the daytime. 


Now, it will be readily understood that the items 
mentioned have been prodigiously increased during 
the present session of Congress in consequence of a 


| very obvious cause; that is, the extraordinary and 


unprecedented augmentation of the debates of the 


| present session.’ We—the Senate and the House— 
|| have now been in continuous session near nine 


months, and almost every day of the session has 
been occupied with debate in both Houses upon the 


| most exciting and interesting topics; and as a con- 


sequence, almost every word that has fallen in de- 
bate has been preserved through the vigilance and 


| assiduity of the reporters, and is now published 


in the debates. 

This augmentation of the debates, I repeat, has 
necessarily caused a corresponding increase of the 
expense of reporting and publishing the debates of 
Congress—an expense which includes an increased 
consumption of printing paper; and which has 
been in some measure trebled by the publication 


first in the Daily Globe, next in the Congressional 
Globe, and finally in the Appendix. 

This augmentation of printed matter, it is under- 
stood, will make four volumes of printed rnatter, 
composing the Congressional Globe and Appen- 
dix for the present session, each volume being of 
the usual size of the corresponding volumes of the 
same publications for preceding long sessions— 
that is, the Globe and Appendix, for the present 
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session, will make four, instead of two volumes, as 
heretofore; and of about the same size each volume 
as heretofore, 

In consequence of these unusual causes, Mr. 
Rives has found that the expensr: of reporting and 
publishing the debates of the present session will 
about double the like expense for the year 1846, 
when Congress first subscribed for the Congres- 
sional lobe and Appendix. Some eight or ten 





weeks ago, the subscriptions for these publica- | 


tions—both public and private—were absorbed by 
the expense attending them; and since that time 
Mr. R. has been losing from $160 to $175 a day; 
and he must continue to lose this sum daily until 
the close of the present session, unless he ceases 
the publications, or unless the debates of Congress 


are materially decreased, or unless some further |/ 











out the country for everybody’s information, the 

House should select for the publication the col- || ferred to certain papers published in th 
| umns of papers which had large circulations. The || having alarger circulation, and as affordi 
lobe” was not sent away, but was for || fore, a more desirable medium for the 
|| the most part kept here; whereas, by publishing || nication of the proceedings of the Hou 
the proceedings in the Whig and Democratic || country. It was supposed that the 
|| papers, they would be circulated everywhere, 


| ** Daily 


|| through the reading-rooms and otherwise, and the 


and more adequate remuneration is allowed him. | 


‘This is wkat | am informed, and believe to be 
true in the premises. 


Now, sir, 1 propose to pay a worthy man a || 


more adequate price for the fruits of his enterprise 
and labor. 1 propose to do this by theamendment 
I have offered. Estimating that the session will 
continue until (say) about the twentieth of next 
month, and that the debates will continue to be as 
they have been, in respect to volume and amount, 
they will, in that event, make in all about two thou- 
sand colamns of the Daily Globe, which, at $7 50a 
column, would amount to $15,000. This sum, I 
am credibly informed, will not more than in- 
demnify the pecuniary loss incurred by Mr. Rives 
upon the Globe and Appendix during the present 


' reports would thus reach the eye of all parties. 
Such would be the result by giving the publication 
to the ** Intelligencer’’ and ** Union,” or ifa Free- 

| Soil paper should be established, that might be 
employed. But this paper was of no use, so far 
as regarded the great object in view, that of giving 

| generai circulation to the reports of proceed- 
ings 
The hammer fell. 
Mr. DUER moved to amend the amendment by 





reducing the appropriation to one dollar per col- | 


umn. 
Mr. D., (very doubtfully heard in a remote 


|| partof the Hall) was understood to say, that for- 
'merly, he believed, Congress had subscribed for 
|| twelve copies of the Globe and Appendix, for 
| each member, and that the subscription had re- 


| 


session, exclusive of his loss upon the same pub- | 


lications during the last session. 


Mr. McC. proposed to pay Mr. Rives $7 50 a | 


column for the debates of the House, because that | 


rate had been allowed as a fair compensation by | 
the Senate, to the proprietors respectively of the | 


**Union”’ and * Intelligencer” newspapers for the 
debates of the Senate. [Mr. McC.’s remarks were 
arrested by the operation of the rule of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. |. SHMUN said, he was opposed to the 
adoption of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Illinois, (Mr. McC ernanp,] for the reasons which 
he would now briefly state. It did not answer the 
purpose for which a daily report of the proceed- 
ings of this House was desired. If Mr. Rives, 
the proprietor of the “Globe,’’ was losing by what 


be content to vote a larger subscription for the vol- 


umes of the ‘Congressional Globe,’’ (because they || 
were valuable,) but not for the ‘* Daily Globe.” | 


if the House desired to pay for a daily publication 


of the reports of its proceedings, those reports | 


ought to be published in papers having a larger 
circulation. They should be published in the 
*‘Union” and * Intelligencer,’’ where the speeches 
of Whigs, Democrats, and Free-Soilers would all 
be given side by side, one afier another, in their 
order, to the eye of the whole country. But the 
**Globe,’’ as a newspaper, had no circulation, It 
was not published as a newspaper for circulation, 
and the object of selecting a daily paper as a me- 
dium through which the reports of proceedings 
were to be published, was to give to them early, in- 
stant, immediate, and extensive circulation. Two 





or three years ago he bad brought into this House | 
a pla for the publication of the reports similar to | 


that which had been adopted inthe Senate—that 
was ta say, forthe daily publication of the pro- 


fall reports should be given to the public every || 


day. Gentlemen who felt an interest in the sys- 


tem now in operation, objected to his plan as being | 


too extravagant and expensive. 


net as a hewspaper—not, as he thought, as a per- 
manent publication, but by way of a supplement 
te the ** Congressional Globe.”’ It did not an- 
swer the object intended to be accomplished. Itin- 


formed them (the members) what was said and done | 


here; but it did not effect the same object through- 


cut Wwe country, and therefore had not answered | 


the purpose. As regarded the preservation of the 
reports, the ** Congressional Globe” was a good 
aad useful publication, But, he repeated, he did 
not desire that Mr. Rives should lose. He (Mr. 
A.) was ready, as he had said, to vote a larger 
subscription to the ** Congressional Globe;” but 
he thought that if the House desired, as he sup- 
posed it would, that its proceedings should be 
published daily, accurately, fully, and sent through- 


The result was | 
that the ** Daily Globe”? was immediately started, | 





| 


cently been extended to double that number. It 
was now proposed to pay $7 50 per column for the 


| reports which had been published in the ** Daily 
|| Globe.”’ 
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It was worthy of consideration, whether, || 


if the amount already paid was not sufficient, it | 


was worth while to go any further. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Asumon,] that if appropriations were made for the 
publication of the reports in daily papers, these 
papers should be such as had a general circulation. 
But his (Mr. D.’s) ideas were more radical; and 
if the Daily and Congressional Globe were both 
discontinued, he should not consider it an evil. 
He believed that if the publication of the reports 


| by appropriations from the public Treasury were || ( 
|| port—failed, Mr. McC. believed, even to meet 


abolished, the debates would be more extensively 
| read, and that the character of them would be of 
a higher order than they were at present. As 


things were now conducted, there was too much | 
matter to read. Who were there, members of this | 


House or not, who read all these reports? 


man. Life was too short; and so far as the 


great mass of the people were concerned, the || 


| proceedings jand debates might as well not be 


! | printed at all as be printed in these publica- 
he was doing for Congress, he (Mr. A.) would || 


tions. If no such system were in existence, 
the conductors of the public press, at least in all 
the large cities, would have reports made for their 
own papers, (probably by the same reporters, for 


| they were very good ones,) and they would know 


precisely the extent and character of the matter 
which the people desired to read. In this way the 


ever read, would be done away with. 


have the effect also of putting out a great deal of 


matter which was spoken merely that it might 
find a place in these publications. There would 
be much less said than was now said, and that 
which was said would be more to the point. As 
to the publication of speeches for the benefit of 
particular constituents of members, they could be 
written out and published in pamphlet form as 
they were now. 

Mr. McCLERNAND rose to answer the ob- 
jections urged against his amendment. The gen- 


/tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asamun,] had 
‘| allowed that it would be fair and just to in- 
ceedings in the leading papers of this city, so that | 


| sion. 





demnify Mr. Rives for his loss upon the Congress- 
ional Globe and Appendix during the present ses- 
The gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Duer,] however, with a morescanty liberality, had 
dissented from this purpose; and for reasons 
which Mr. McC. thought ought not, nor would 
not obtain favor in the committee. He would 
not pause to dwell on them. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had _ob- 
jected to the use of the “ Daily Globe,”’ as the 
medium for publishing the current proceedings 
of the House, upon the ground that its circulation 
was too limited. Mr. McC. said it was true that 
there was some force in this objection; but it was 
such an objection as time and the increasing cir- 
culation of that paper would probably soon over- 
come—especially ifthe ‘* Globe”’ should be placed 
upon a solid footing by an adherence to the policy 
proposed by the amendment. And was it not due 
to a paper established and continued for the accom- 
modation of Congress, particularly that it should 
be liberally encouraged by them? 


i 


No} 


'| man from Massachusetts now recommends. 


|| objecte 
|, the House was already a liberal, if not an extray- 
printing of a vast mass of matter which nobody | 
It would | 


A 

ug. 23. 
The gentleman from Massachusetis had re 
i8 city, 
ng, there. 
Commu. 
BE LO the 


; Sentlems 
referred more particularly to the “ Union» a 


‘| * Intelligencer,’’ whose circulations were no doub 
|| more extensive than that of the ** Globe.” 
| the gentleman should not overlook what is quite 
decisive in this matter; that is, that the Colum 
|| of both the Union and gptelligencer have ag 
and probably will continue to be, engrossed by the 
| proceedings of the Senate, under the contrac, of 
|| the proprietors of these respectable journals With 
|| the Senate. Indeed, so voluminous had been the 
|| proceedings of the Senate during the present gs, 
|, sion, that it was not unfrequent that these papery 
were several days behind the current Proceed inos 
|| of that body. There was obviously no room , 
|| these papers for the debates of the House, witho, 
/an enlargement of the sheets upon which they 
|| were printed. And putting out of view these oq. 
|| pers, could the gentleman do better than to publis, 
|the proceedings of the House in the Gioje: 
|| What other paper offered inducements which }, 
had rather accept? 
| The gentleman had spoken of the expediency 
of devising some determinate plan for the repoy,. 
ing and publishing of the debates of the Hous, 





|| Mr. McC. thought the plan he had proposed wou 


answer the wishes of the House, if it should \y 
adopted. Let it be tried before it is condemned, 
During the last session of Congress, when the te. 
porting for the House rested upon a much |e 
favorable footing than that he had proposed by his 
amendment, a select committee had been raised to 
inquire concerning the purpose which the gentle. 
Ani 
The committee failed to re. 


what was the result? 


| during the whole session. And why? Simply 
| because, upon individual inquiry, they found tha 
the proceedings, including the debates of the 
House, were as well reported then by Mr. Rives, 
as they could reasonably expect to get them re- 
ported upon any new plan. So that the projec 
which the gentleman recommends now has been 
considered by a committee, and after consideration 
virtually rejected. But if it was desirable to em- 
ploy an official reporter and publisher for the House, 
would not the adoption of the amendment which 
Mr. McC. had proposed substantially answer that 

end? He thought so. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Dver] had 
to the amendment, upon the ground that 


agant patron of the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix. How so, Mr. McC. inquired? It was 


|| trae, that first and last, we had subscribed for a cer- 





| 


| 
| 


| 





| 


tain number of copies of the Globe and Appendix 
of each session of Congress, but we had received 
in return the full value of our subscription. We 
had obtained books fora less price by subscription 
than individual subscribers had been required to 
pay for them. We had so obtained them, and in 
pursuance of the object of our subscription, had 
circulated them among the people. 

Our subscription was no more a gratuity on our 
part to Mr. Rives than the furnishing of the books 
| was a gratuity on his part towards us. In fact, 

we paid nothing for the reporting of the debates o! 
the House. e paid only for what we wanted, 
and what was furnished to us upon cheaper terms 
than any other publications of the same size can be 
obtained upon in the United States, and upon 
cheaper terms than individual subscribers are re 
quired to pay. This is the sum total of our patron 
age bestowed for the encouragement of the pubii- 
cation of the proceedings of the House. 
' Now the Senate, as Mr. McC. had already said, 
paid the proprietors of the Unionand Intelligencer, 
respectively, $7 50 per column for reporting and 
publishing the proceedings of that body. This 
amounted, aggregately, to $15 a column for the 
debates of the Senate. Now, Mr. McC. only 
roposed that we should pay $7 50a column (0n'y 
one half of the sum paid by the Senate) for the 
reporting and publishing of the debates of the 
House in the Globe. This was all he proposed; 
and he asked whether the proposal was not mod- 
erate and just? . 
(Mr. McC.’s remarks were again arrested by 
! the fall of the Chairman’s hammer.) 
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The question was taken and the amendment of | matter of no comparative importance, They want- \\ the Congressional Globe of about the average size. } 
r, Duer was rejected. | ed a publication which should contain the debates | If it was put up in cloth it woyld come to pieces be- 


The question recurring on the amendment of || and proceedings of Congress, and nothing else. || fore it reached their constituents and their homes. 
|| And by separating it from the party press, they || He considered it one, of the most valuable works 


\ir. McCLeRNAND— it. 
, || prevented the publication of those biased and one- || published, and he wished it bound for permanent 





a > et ee — 


Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out “$7 50” per column || sided reports, which every gentleman,who had been || preservation, for themselves and for those who 
apd to insert 50 cents.’ || here.as long he had, had so often seen published || should comeafterthem. Suffer it to be destroyed, 

Mr. F. 1 am opposed to the amendment of || in the political papers. He concurred with the | and the congressional history for the time which it 
the gentleman from Illinois; but if I cannot de- | gentleman from New York, [Mr. Duer,) that the || covered could be obtained from no other source. 
feat it entirely, 1 wish to reduce the amount || newspapers of the country should be left to print | Who would not give almost any sum for a publi- 
43 much as possible. In opposing this amend- || all the debates which were interesting and useful | 


i In cation which should contain an accurate report, at 
ment, 1 do not wish to injure the Congressional || to the public generally. But this publication did || full length—such as was now published in the 
Globe and Appendix. Iam convinced that this 


not interfere with the gentleman’s object, which } Globe—of any one of the important debates of 

yblication gives a more full and accurate re- || he thought very wise and proper. While the || years gone by—e. g. the debate on the Missouri 
rcof the proceedings of this House, than any || newspapers published such portions of the debate } compromise? This work, containing full :eports 

other paper published in this city. As such, | || as were useful to them, Congress should sustain || of the proceedings and debates of both Houses, 
would like very much to see it sustained, and I || such a publication as would be useful to it, and be i was of immense vaiue, and would increase in value 





pave no doubt it will be hereafter as it has been | 
heretofore. If it cannot be supported with the || 
patronage NOW bestowed upon it by the Govern- || 
ment, | would ask the gentleman from Illinois, 
how it has sustained itself heretofore? During || 
previous sessions Congress had subscribed for || 
twelve copies of the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix for each member of Congress; and this, in | 
connection with its present number of private sub- 
scriptions, it seems was ample to continue the | 
work. During the present session the House had | 
increased the number taken to twenty-five copies | 
of the Globe and Appendix for each member, and | 
yet the gentleman from Illinois told-the House, | 
wit all this patronage the receipts of this work || 








| was. willing to give ample remuneration. 


a permanent record of the history of the American || as years rolled on. 
Congress. For such a work, well executed, he || He had no personal motive in this matter; but 
For || he wished, for the public good, to see this work 
these reasons he favored the amendment of the || bound in a form which would insure its permanent 
gentleman from Illinois. || preservation. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of Mr. FEATHERSTON said, he was opposed 
Mr. FeatHerston was rejected, in toto to the amendment of his colleague; and he 
The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. || thought that a very brief statement would be suffi- 
McC.Lernanp— || cient to show that the grounds. on which that 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. || amendment had been advocated were wholly in- 
Van Dyxe and WeLLBorN were appointed. @ || sufficient. This work was subscribed for by Con- 
The question was taken, and the tellers report- || gress to furnish twenty-five copies to each member 
ed, ayes 95, noes 33. || to distribute among his constituents, and not to be 
So the amendment was agreed to. || sold and the money to be put into the pockets of 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved the fol- members; and whether it was bound in muslin, 


were not one twentieth of its expenses. i] 
Mr, MeCCLERNAND (the floor being yielded) | | 6 To pay for the binding of the Congressional Globe and 
said: The gentleman had misunderstood him. He || Appendix for members of the 3lst Congress, 310,000, or so 
had said that the expenses of the publication of || much thereof as may be required to pay for binding said vol- 
the Daily Globe had amounted to about twenty || Seecsiel, ‘Tanto > Clerk of whe woe 7 and corners : | 
times its receipts. He had not in that Statement 1] shail let the oomrnate for binding to the lowest bidder hake | 
madeany reference to the receipts and expenditures || sixty cents per volume, and thatthe work shall be com- 
of the Congressional Globe and Appendix. | menced immediately after the printing is done, and con- | 
Mr. FEATHERSTON (resuming) said, the | cluded as soon thereafter as possible.” 
amount appropriated in this bill, reported bythe || Mr. FEATHERSTON inquired of his col- | 
Committee of Ways and Means, to pay the ex- || league if his amendment provided for the binding || 
pense of furnishing twenty-five copies of the Con- || of the twenty-five copies of the Globe and Ap- || 
gressional Globe and Appendix, was about $33,000. || pendix which were furnished to each member? _| 
He had little doubt but that sum woul! pay the || Mr. BROWN replied that it did. 
entire expenses of the Congressional Globe and || Mr. FEATHERSTON further inquired if these 
Appendix, or any other press of this city. In ad- || cépies were not to be bound when delivered ? 
dition to this patronage bestowed by the Govern- || Mr. BROWN replied, that the subscription 
ment—to which he did not at all object—the pro- || price paid by Congress was for the work in num- || 
prietor had a large number of subscribers who ex- | bers; but the proprietor of the Globe had been in || 
pected to receive, and to whom the proprietor had || the habit of binding in cloth, gratis, such a portion || 
pledged himself to furnish, detailed reports of the || of their copies as the members desired put up in || 
proceedings of Congress; and he had no doubt || this way. But the object which he had in view 
expected that his receipts from subscribers would || was to provide for their permanent binding. He | 
pay the expenses of publishing ihe work. He || exhibited to the committee a copy of the Congres- |! 
repeated, he was perfectly willing to take this || sional Globe in cloth binding, which he said was 
number of twenty-five copies of the Globe and Ap: || literally no binding atall. By the time the books || 
en for each member of Congress, as they || bound in this way reached their homes, through || 
ad already agreed. He was perfectly willing to || the mails, they were destroyed. He referred to | 
extend to the concern public patronage to that || the action taken at this session, in which he had 
amount, but he was opposed to the proposition of || codperated, in providing for the secure binding of || 
the gentleman from Illinois to connect this press— || public documents generally, and said they had || 
and he was opposed to connecting the Union or || pursued long enough the penny-wise and pound- | 
Intelligencer or any other press, as a pensioned 1 foolish policy of distributing to their constituents || 


lowing amendment: 








press—with the Government. He thought the || books and documents which were printed by order |, 


|| as it had heretofore been sent to them, or in that 


elegant style which his colleague seemed to think 
proper, when it reached their constituents through 
the mail, the result was the same—the binding 
was inevitably ruined. Hence he saw no neces- 
sity for making this additional appropriation for 
binding. It would neither benefit the member of 
Congress or his constituents. 

The question was taken, and, by ayes 81, noes 
44, the amendment of Mr. Brown was agreed to. 

Mr. MeLANE, of Maryland, moved the’ fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“For the purpose of enabling the Joint Committee on 


|| Printing to audit and settle the accounts of the public printer 


and pay him such sum as they may find to be the amount 
actually expended by him in such public printing, with 


| — per cent. in addition thereto for his profit on such work, 
| $100,000.” 


Mr. TOOMBS. I rise to a question of order. 
This amendment is undoubtedly against the law. 
It is directly against the law of Congress. 

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman from Geor- 


| gia [Mr. Toomss) raise the question of order that 


the amendment cannot be received ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do. 

The CHAIR. If the Chair is correct in sup- 
posing that the public printing is provided for by 
law, and that this gentleman is the contractor un- 
der the law, then, in effect, this amendment over- 
rides the law, and the Chair decides it to be out of 
order. 

Mr. McLANE. Will the Chair hear a sugees- 
tion from me? 

The CHAIR. A suggestion with great pleas- 
ure—but argument is not in order. 


amount already subscribed for was as liberal an | 
appropriation for this work as Congress shoald | 
make. \\ 

Mr. TOOMBS said he was opposed to the || 
amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi. | 


He thought it would be wise in Congress to keep || substantial Russia backs. 


up this publication, and he was willing to appro- | 
priate whatever was reasonable and necessary for | 
hat purpose. A large amount of the parliament: | 
ary history of the country was already contained | 
in the Congressional Globe and Appendix. He | 


was in favor of continuing the publication, be- || an expenditure authorized by law, nor for a con- 


cause, like the gentleman from Mississippi, he did | 
hot want to give any portion of the public patron- 
age to the party press. [t exercised a corrupting | 
influence upon it. But here was a neutral work— | 
& work devoted exclusively to parliamentary his- 
tory; a work well and faithfully done. He thought 
itto be the constitutional duty of Congress, not 
only to keep and publish a journal of its proceed- 
ings, but to illustrate it by the publication of the 
Speeches of members, The wise and proper, and | 
¢ beat way of securing that publication was to 
patronize a paper disconnected entirely with party 
politics. In this manner they would secure aa 
Preserve a correct history of the proceedings an 
; and whether it cost ten or 


twenty, or a hundred thousand dollars, was a 





of Congress, not bound at all, or poorly bound. || Mr. McLANE. | am aware that the public 
If a book was worth printing, it was worth putting || printing is provided for by contract. But the 
into a substantial binding. He proposed that the || Chair will understand that it is entirely competent 
books should be bound in this form, [holding up || for this House to appropriate for the public print- 
acopy of the Congressional Globe,] with good, || ing a sum over and above that now provided in 
| the contract. The contract will be executed and 
A Memser. Whatwill such binding cost? || the amount provided for by it will be paid. This 
Mr. BROWN. This style of binding will cost || amendment does not interfere with the contract; on 
not to exceed sixty cents per volume. || the contrary, it takes it for granted that the con- 
Mr. DUER raised the point that the amendment || tract will be performed; and it provides for an ad- 
was out of order—on theground that it was neither } ditional sum for the public printing over and 
| above——- 
tingency for carrying on a department of the Gov- | The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Itis always 
ernment. * || gratifying to the Chair to hear arguments on a 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order— |, point of order raised, but the rule does not allow 
stating that he should have considered the amend- || them. The Chair now desires to ask whether he 
mentin order had none been adopted; but that || is not correct in supposing that the public printing 
after the adoption of the amendment which had | is provided for by law, and that the rates of com- 
been agreed to, he could have no doubts but this | pensation are fixed by contract? 
was in order. i Mr. McLANE. There is no doubt that the 
Mr. BROWN (resuming) said, he had con- | public printing is provided for by law, and done 
sulted with Mr. Rives; that he (Mr. R.) had noth- | under contract, and I have drawn this amendment 
ing to do with the binding, except to superintend || under a full knowledge of that fact. But—— 
and see that it was well done; that he (Mr. R ) es- The CHAIRMAN. Are not the rates of com- 
timated that the Congressional Globe and Appen- || pensation fixed by law? 





dix would reach such a size at the present session Mr. DUER. The price is fixed under the con- 
as to make four volumes of the size of the volume of || tract and the law together. 
this work which he held in his hand, [a volume of || The CHAIRMAN. The amendment proposes 
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order. e 3 
So the amendment was not received. ° 


Mr. STANLY offered the following amend- | 


ment: 

“Ta enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
purchase two hundred and thirty sets of the Congressional! 
Globe and Appendix, $18,400, to be kept by the Librarian of 
Congress for the use of members during the session, to be 
charged to each member as books from the library now are. 

“ And for the purchase of two bandred and thirty sets of 


the Register of Debates, to be keptin like manner, and for || 


the same purpose, 837,200." 


Mr. STANLY desired to say a single word in | 


explanation of the object of the amendment. It 
was well known (he said) that members desirous 
of discharging their public duties intelligently, 
should have the means, by reference to the Regis- 
ter of Debates and the Congressional Globe, of 
finding out what Congress had done in past years. 
Yet he supposed, that scarcely a member who 
desired to consult these works during the present 
seasion had been able to procure them from tae 
Library. His amendment contemplated suitable 


provision in this respect, not for the convenience || 


ef the members of this Congress alone, but for all 
time to come. Its object was, that hereafter every 
member should be enabled to have a copy of these 
works at his own room; and he believed that, 


when properly understood, no serious objection || 


could be urged against it. 

Mr. BAYLY rose, and— 

Mr. STANLY yielded the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he had always voted against 
the purchase of books for members; but he thought 


| Mr. BAYLY. That would give him none of 
| the back numbers. 

Tellers were ordered on Mr. Dver’s amend- 
ment, and Messrs. Tompson, of Mississippi, 
and Rumsey, were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the vote 
| stood—ayes 65, noes 68. 

|) So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
|| jected. 

|| Mr. MeMULLEN moved to reduce the number 
|| to one handred copies. 

Mr. McM. said a few words in explanation, 
|| but, from the position in which he spoke, and its 
|| distance, but little was heard. He intimated that 
| the number designated in his amendment would 
|| answer for the present; and that, if it should be 
|| found necessary, the number could hereafter be in- 
| creased. 

|| Mr. STANLY was understood to suggest, that 
|| whilst the number of copies of the books was re- 
|| duced to one hundred by the amendment of the 
|| gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. McMout.en,] the 
|| amount of the appropriation remained as in the 
|| original proposition. 

|| Mr. MeMULLEN modified his amendment 
|| 80 as to effect a corresponding reduction in the 
il} amount; that is, $8,000 for the Congressional 
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i the chairman of the Committee of Ways 








making an appropriation for the purch 
mp itm beak “ en elk 
think (Mr. R. said) that a similar ia 
| was contained in the last appropriation bill. Ten 






fact? 
Mr. BAYLY. I will state, in reply to the ; 

| quiry of the gentleman from New York M : 

Romser,] that this particular Proposition ‘in th, 
bill was acted upon in the Committee of Wa cial 
Means when I was sick. I do not, therefore 
know anything about it. Batthe gentleman fro. 
oe [Mr. Vinton] can give the information de 
sired. 

Mr. VINTON said, this work explained the 
machinery of the Treasury Department, the fun,. 
tions of the various officers, and bureaus, and jy, 
object was to make the whole ‘system of the ¢p, 
partments intelligible. It was a work used a th, 
Treasary Department for reference. He kney 
when he was chairman of the Committee of Way, 
| and Means, there was no work which he had » 
frequent occasion to resort to. The work was, 
| highly valuable one, and he hoped it would 
| appropriated for. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to amend (h, 


| Means [Mr. Barty] to state whether such js the 





|| Globe and Appendix, and $15,000 for the Register | amendment, by providing that the Clerk delire 
i] 


|| of Debates. 


amendment; and Measrs. SawTELLe and OGLE 
|| were appointed. 


|| Mr. STANLY, (to the Chairman.) Is it in 
|| order to make a remark against the amendment to 
|| the amendment? 


that the appropriation contemplated in this amend- | 
ment was for a legitimate object, and one which || 
would be exceedingly useful and convenient. He || 


knew that, for his own part, he could not transact || 
his business without the aid of these works; and || 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 
The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 74, noes 60. 


his own set being at home, he was under the ne- 


cessity of being indebted tothe courtesy of Messrs. | 


Blair & Rives, and Messrs. Gales & Seaton, for 
the use of them at his room. He hoped the amend- 
ment would be agreed to. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY inquired whether the 
amendment was open to amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN said it was. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY moved a general amend- 
ment, applying all unappropriated moneys in the 
public Treasury to the purchase of books. 

The CHAIRMAN requested the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. McGaveney]} to put his 
amendment in writing. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. My object is—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Ali debate is exhausted, 


- unless the gentleman offers an amendment. 


Mr. McGAUGHEY. Well, sir, I will not 
detain the committee by writing it. The commit- 
tee, Lsuppose, understand my object. I withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. DUER moved to amend the amendment by 
reducing the number of copies to fifty, and re- 
ducing the amount of the appropriation in a cor- 
responding ratio. 

Mr. D. suggested that, instead of the members 
having copies of the works at their lodgings, the 
better plan would be to have them in the commit- 


tee rooms, where they would beaccessible and safe, | 


Mr. BAYLY opposed the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr.Duser.} Speak- 
ing from his own experience (and he had no doubt 
that the experience of ever 
took part in the business of the House would con- 
firm it) there was scarcely a day in the session 
when he had not occasion, at His room, to refer to 
the Congressional Globe and the Register of De- 
bates. Veen often when he was preparing for the 
business of the House, or for debate, or when he 
had occasion to investigate a claim, he wanted to 
refer to these books. Was he in every such 
case to come up to this Capitol and go to the com- 
mittee rooms for the information he needed? 
How was it with the laws? There were copies 
enough to allow every member to have oneduring 
the session, and at the end of the session he re- 
turned it. Any member who took part in the 
business of legislation required these laws. To 
put these books in the committee rooms would be 
of very lite use. The difficulty was in the want 
of them for constant use at the members’ room. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON suggested whether the 
difficulty might not be obviated by each member 
retaining a copy of his own. 


other member who) 


| agreed to, 


| of Mr. Sran.y, as thus amended. 
|| ‘Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Evans, of 
| Ohio, and Mgeape were appointed. 
| And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
|| ayes 68, noes 57. 
| So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


‘| Mr. JONES moved an amendment providing 
|| that ‘tone set of the said works should be deliv- 
|| ered to each of the States and Territories of the 
\| Union.” 

'| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 
|| There’s some sense in it. 

|| . Mr. JONES said, he supposed if this amend- 
‘| ment should be agreed to, there would be no ob- 
|| jection to allowing the Clerk to make the necessary 
|| change in the amendment which had just been 
|{ adopted, so as to conform to it. The distribution 
| proposed by his amendment would, he said, be of 


kept here. 
Mr. STANLY inquired what the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jonrs] was? 
The CHAIRMAN explained. 
Mr. STANLY. 


1 Is the amendment in order? 
} 
| amendment out of order, although it is inconsist- 
ent with part of the amendment already adopted. 
It is a question for the committee. The Chair 
cannot be responsible for the sense of the amend- 
|| ments made by the committee. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 

|| mous consent the amendment just adopt 
| 





changed so as to conform to this. 


having reference (the reporter was informed, for 
he could not hear) to the manner in which the 
books should be put up for transmission to their 
several destinations. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Jones 
was then taken, and the vote stood, ayes 75, noes 
34. No quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hunter and 
Harats, of Tennessee, were appointed. 

And the question having been again taken, the 
vote stood—ayes 79, noes given up. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. The committee having adopted 
the amendment, [ suppose that there will be no 
ohjection to going back in order to make the two 
propositions conform. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. RUMSEY moved to strike out the item 







The question then recurred on the amendment | 


} 


So the amendment of Mr. McMvutien was | 


| 





| 
| 


|| ingly. 


one copy to each member of the Thirty-first (9. 


Tellers were ordered on the amendment to the || 8ress- 


| He said he had had occasion to examine this 
'work. He was quite satisfied that it was on ¢ 
| great importance, which every legislator shoul 
| possess, particularly those who were charged with 
the especial consideration of financial matters, 


‘|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 


| that the gentleman, to make his amendment con. 
| sistent, should enlarge the appropriation accord. 


r. KING said, he had no objection to enlarging 
| the appropriation, so as to purchase an addi. 

tional quanity of books, but he thought it better 
| to take it as it was. He was in favor of his 
| amendment in its original form. He repeated, he 


'| had taken océasion to examine the book; and he 


| believed there was no gentleman who would do 
| the same but would be disposed to possess it, |t 
| gave information of the utmost importance, that 
| could be acquired in so condensed a form nowhere 


| elses; and he was in’ favor of putting it into the 


I like that. || 





| 





more use than the whole number that might be || appointed to office who was not qualified. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chaircannot rule the | 


| 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, made a suggestion, || the extrao 





| possession of every member of Congress. 
| Mr. FEATHERSTON said he was opposed to 
theamendment of the gentleman from New Jersey, 
but he had not much hope that it would be de- 
feated. The last amendment would go far to carry 
the first. This was a book which seemed to have 
been gotten up for the instruction and é:ification 
of custom-hoase and other Government officers. 
| He was opposed to educating public officers at the 
| expense of the Government. No one should be 
If such 
persons were appointed, they shou!d educate them- 
selves—in other words, if these books were neces- 
sary, they should bay them from their own funds. 
He was unwilling to tax his constituents to edu- 
cate public officers; for there was no difficu'ty in 
finding men all over the country who weve well 
qualified and patriotic enough to accept these offices. 
Mr. KING, of New Jersey, (interposing,) said 
his proposition was to enlighten members ot Con- 


gress. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON replied, that if the work 





By unani- ] were of that character—if it contained any sound 
may be || and effective argument which would satisfy mem- 


| bers of ae that they ought not to be voting 
inay appropriations contained in this 
and in other bills—he would vote for it cheerfully. 
But if it did not contain those arguments which 
would prevent members of Congress from throw- 
ing down the key of the Treasury to any man 
who demanded for himself a share of public plun- 
der—if, on the contrary, it facilitated the work of 
getting money oat of the Treasury—he was for no 
appropriation of that kind. He wanted the Amer- 
ican people informed of the trae character of the 
extravagant, unwarranted appropriations about to 
be made’ by this Congress. He had no doubt but 
before Congress adjourned appropriations would 
be made amounting to sixty or seventy millions of 
dollars. He was opposed to the appropriation. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Kine to the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
strike out the whole section: rar DI 
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————— 
HAIRMAN said that motion was already | 
Tr having been made by the gentleman from | 
‘ew York, (Mr. Rumsey.] ; 
“vr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to | 
the clause by striking out all after the word | 
sq as to confine the provision to the pur- | 
one copy. 
py of this work he thought was neces- 
ary, and one would be sufficient, ard that ought 
. be in the possession of the Clerk. And what | 
was to become of the balance of the one thousand | 
ewo hundred and twenty-five copies of this work? | 
This clause provides no mode in which this work | 
spall be distributed. Now there are some gentle- 
men wo desired that copies should be sent to | 
ali the States, while others might be in favor of 
depositing them in the public library. 
Mr. JONES said, that according to his under- 
| 
| 


gmend 
«one, 
chase of 

One co 





sanding, copies of this work would be sent to the 
sates and ‘Territories. 

Mr. STEVENS resumed. He was perfectly 
yilling to establish a normal school for the pur- 
nose of educating individuals to fill official stations, 
cal even for all those who propose to become 
members of Congress. But if we are to begin 
this system, he would desire that it should be done 
in proper form. He knew not what was intended 
tobe done with all the books which were published: 
some would probably be sent to the public offices, 
and there would always be found enough ready to 
take a portion to themselves. fle had no objec- 
tion to see a System of education. He would like 
normal schools and night schools too, established, 
for the improvement of members of Congress. || 
We had no time to read here if we pay proper || 
atiention to our public duties. And he was. op- i 
osed to the purchase of all these books, because | 
hethought that it was not necessary for any one | 
except the Clerk to possess one. If the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from New York [Mr. || 
Remsey,] should prevail, the Clerk may take 
the trouble of the distribution into his own hands || 
con amore. 

Mr. KERR congratulated the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania on presenting himself to the House 
ina new character, and he feared that while in his 
own State he professed to be exceedingly progres- 
sive, he was here retrograding, in ead, to the 
wiablished rules regulating society. Such acourse, 
fom so peculiar a mind, with its general tenden- 
cies, took him by surprise; it was the last which 
might have been anticipated from such a quarter. 
The teachings might be proper enough; but then 
of his plan, and would, as the way is open here, | 
establish normal schools, not only for the educa- 
tion of officials of Government, but for members 
of this House too. All this was perfectly in keep- | 
ing with the Chinese polity, which looks to the | 
instruction of all, from the humblest individual.to 
the highest Mandarin. The gentleman, by his 
quiet, grave air, when speaking to this amendment 
of his, evidently assumes to be a Mandarin of the 
noth class, and it would be desirable that he 
should give us this Chinese practice in all its de- 
tals. He should like to know our relative posi- 
tons, and in which school, whether number one 
ing normal and night schools for the education of 
his fellow-members, and he believed he was not 
‘ransgressing the rules of order in thus attempti 
‘o show from what quarter he had drawn his 
somewhat elaborate system. The gentleman was 
of the progressive school, and still he could only 
Tepair to this nation, which was so very tenacious 
ancient customs as never to permit a change in 
the slightest instance. He seemed to want con- 
ion ead looking up models for our imita- 
Lon. t was all, 
Mr. STEVENS asked if it was a bad policy 
which China had adopted ? 
»K It had favor, no doubt, for high 





he had gone to the Celesual Empire for his educa- 
tional model, and the Chinese were the least 
ornumber two, he would consent to have some 
of us ranged, 


likely to have attracted the gentleman’s attention ! 
But the gentleman from Pennsylvania proposes to 
carry out his system to the full extentof Chinese 
practice. Ele seems to have regretted. the loss of 
aS HUNTER asked if these remarks were in 
order, 

The CHATR decided that they were in order. 

Mr. KERR resumed. The gentleman from 


ie representative principle there for the working 
Pennsylvania insisted on the propriety of establish- 
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| Mandarins, and he would say, that normal schools, permitied 49 go through the departments, and 
as here understood and applied, were very excel- | make his examinations by Mr. Secretary Walker. 


|| lent things—on the American model, not the Chi- | But all the information contained in this book was 


|nese for privileged officials. He thought, how- | to be found in the departments. The work had 
|, ever, that it was not in very goad taste to be thus, || been presented to the notice of Congress again 
even inaspirit of pleasantry, throwing out and again. ,lt-had been pressed on the House for 
sions against others—normal schools, under the || the last five years. And, finally, that Dr. Mayo, by 
feriamentacy law, were,to be excluded from the |} dintof perseverance, going to the roomsof members, 
ist of things needed by members of this commit- |.and following. them from» place to place, had con- 
| tee. But-he would ask attention to the amend- || trived to dispose of a good many copies of his 
ment, which sought to strike from the bill the || book. Perhaps he has yet about twelve hundred 
clause providing for the purchase and.distribution | left on hand, which he wants to dispose of in this 
among cCustom-house officers of a valuable ref- || way. If works of this kind are to be encouraged, 
erence-book, with the laws and decisions in regard ||.it should be by direction ef the House, or by an.ap- 
to the revenues. To our large cities, with every || .propriation beforehand. He was against the ap- 
facility for information at hand, such a work was | propriauon for this book. [t was true it contained 
valuable, and in remoter places, on sudden emer- || Information, but it was such information as was 
gencies, it would prove of much use to.a discreet || always to be obtainedat the departments. The 
| officer, anxious to understand and carry out his | Department of the Interiorhaving been established 
| duty. Gentlemen seem to dread its effect in giv- |, since this book was printed, will require the issue 
| ing aid and comfort to pension agents and claim || of a new edition, There will, in the course of a 
gatherers. In hisopinion, such a work, well di- || few years, be a new edition brought out,and Con- 
| gested, would place within reach of every man | gress will be called cn to pay the cost of reprinting. 
| sources of information, and take from these very || There was another ground on which he objected 
| persons their chief weapon. It was the difficulty || to this proposition. We appropriated acertain sum 
to obtain correct information on our lawsin regard | for the contingencies of the various departmenia. 
| to the revenue and other kindred subjects that || For the Department of the Interior $5,000 had been 
| served to throw so much into the hands of the || appropriated for the purchase of books, &c, Now, 


| 





shrewd few with keys for knowledge confined to 


to intelligent men everywhere, means of informa- 


if the Secretary of the laterior should consider 


|| themselves. This section of the bill would extend || this to be a valuable work, he will purchase it out 


of this fund. over which he has the control. 


So 


tion, and it needed no modification, as proposed || the other departments and bereaus, and the 


by the amendment—— 
Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to submit an amendment, 

when 
The CHAIR decided that it was not now in | 


order. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he thought that amend- 
ment was withdrawn. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend by inserting 
the clause as follows, viz: 

‘ One copy of which to be distributed to each of the sev- || 
eral departments and bureans of the Government, the eus- || 
tom-houses, and to each commitiee of the House of Repre- || 
sentatives.” 

Mr. S. said that it would probably have been 
as well had this been left to be done by resolution 
hereafter. But if an appropriation is to be made, | 
the provision would be appropriate here. What | 
was the objection urged against this proposition? | 
The gentleman from Mississippi nae, the gentle- || 
man from Pennsylvania believe that it is wrong | 
to furnish the officers of the Government with a || 
manual descriptive of their duties, because it im- || 
posed on us the expense of initiating them in those || 
duties. It was suggested that they ought to be || 
sufficiently qualified before they entered into office, || 


1] 
{| 
i] 


|| of the book. 





so as to dispense with the necessity for these aids. | 
And what did this objection amount to? Would || 
these gentlemen take away the books out of every 
lawyer’s office, on the same ground that he ought 
to be qualified to carry on his profession without 
them? Would he deprive a magistrate of his 
book of forms? Why, every one considered him- 
self qualified for any office or employment he 
sought. We all think ourselves fit to fill public 


| custom-houses, if they think the work worth hav- 
|| ing, will purchase ut. All of them have the means 
| in their hands, and can buy the book if they wish. 
| He believed that there was not one of the depars- 


ments. here which was not already in possession 
It is to be found in most of the com- 
mittee rooms. He would not, therefore, give his 
consent to this proposition to purchase the work. 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected, 
The question was then taken on the amendment 


|| submitted by Mr. Rumsey, to strike out the clause, 
and it was agreed to. 


So the clause was stricken out. 
The following clause of the bill was then read 


'| by the Clerk, viz: 


“For completing the eastern wing of the Patent Office 
building according to the original plan, under the direcuen 
of the Secretary of the Interor, one bundred and ten thou 
sand dollars, to be paid out of the patent fund, if so mach 
of said fund remains unapprepriated, and if not, the excees 
outof any money in the ‘Treasury Hot otherwise appropri- 
ated.”’ 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
the clause by adding the followiog proviso: 

“ Provided, That belore any part of this appropriation 
shall be expended, the President of the United States shall 
appoint an experienced and competent person to exaning 
the present condition of the building, compare the work 
already exeeuted with the specifications in the contract, 
and report under oath whethe: the work is being executed 
in conformity with the conwact, aud whether any greater 
sum has been paid than the progress of the work justifies, 
And it shall be within the discretion of the President to di- 


| rect the whole, or any part, of this appropriation tw be with- 


beld.’’ 

Mr. B,.said, that in offering this amendment he 
had no other design than simply to protect, as far 
as possible, the public interesis. So far as he 
knew, the coutractors engaged in this work were 





offices. He thought that he himself might make || gentlemen of respectability. He did not intend 
a tolerable officer in any one of the departments. || to cast the slightest reflection on them. But it was 
But he had no doubt if he was placed in one of || well known here that rumors were abroad to ihe 
these offices he would be compelled to refer to || effect that this important work was not being ex- 
these manuals for a little instruction. And he had || ecuted in a proper manner, or in accordance with 
no doubt that members of this House, unless they || the original contract. If-there was any ground 
were old members—he intended no disrespect— | for this rumor, it was very certain that the public 
members who had served on the Committee of || money was being improperly expended. Some 
Ways and Means—who would sometimes find the || invesugation into the matter appeared to him to be 
information in these volumes very usefyl to them || necessary. He thought that the President ought 
in their labors. || to employ some. competent person to examine 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, opposed the || whether there was any cause for these allegations, 


amendment, because he desired to discountenance 
the system pursued by individuals of going through 
the public offices to collect ak 


i 


for books. | 


He referred to a case of this kind at the other end | 


of the Capitol. Here we are called onto purchase 
this work at the rate of $2 50 per volume, without 
any justification from the necessary connection it 


i 
| 


| Such an examination might be made in four-and- 
| twenty hours, and it would have the effect either 
| of substantiating or. putting down these rumors. 
Mr. MOORE moved to strike from the clause 
proposed to be amended the words, “ to be paid 
| out of the patent fund, if so much of said fund re- 
mains unappropriated; and if not, the excess out 


has with our duties, or without any request from 


the heads of the de nts. U 
Mr. VINTON here intimated that the work waa | 
hitherto been done to the mechanical interests of 
the United States by taking this Patent Office fund 


originally undertaken at the suggestion of the 
| and eppiring it to the erection of these buildings. 


Treasur a rtment.* 
| Mr. BAYLY said, he hoped the commiutise weuld 





) of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


propriated,”” : 
He said he considered that great injustice had 


Mr. PSON resumed. There was some 


truth in the statement, that Dr. Mayo had been, 
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amendment would not be agreed to. 
remark, moved to strike out the words ‘*Presi- || in the capacity of commissioner, to do this business 


dent of the United States.”’ 
that this building was now being constructed || to take it out of your hands, and thus we want to 


hitherto had been constructed under the superin- || amendment and in favor of the amendment offered 


and unjust proceeding upon the coming into office | 
of a new Secretary, to take from him the charge | 
of this work. 


discharge this daty properly. || ordinates did their duty? If the duty was prop- 


missioner should be appointed by the President of || 


— 











not agree to the amendment. Tt was precisely | der. His point of order was, that the gentleman 
the same effort that was made on the oceasion of | did not confine his remarks to the amendment that 
pansing the deficiency bill, to throw the burden of || he had proposed. 

the expense of erecting these Patent Office build- || The CHATRMAN (Mr. Burt) stated to the 
ings upon the Treasury of the United States. | gentieman from Ohio that it was necessary that 


It was said that it was doing injustice to patentees || his remarks should be confined to an explanation 


to take the Patent Office fund for this purpose. The || of the amendment. 
answer that he had to give to that was, that it was || 
thove very persons who were interested in having || linois had waited a moment he would have seen 
the buildings erected They were for the pres- 

ervation and protection of the interests of those || 
very persons. This Government had expended 

$416 000 for the erection of the old part of the Pat- || to the wording of the amendment of the gentleman 
ent Office building, and he thought it was asking | from Mississippi, there would appear to be an 
rather too much, to ask this Government to defray || entire want of confidence in the Secretary of the 


Mr. SCHENCK said, ifthe gentleman from ITI- 


the connection there was between his remarks 
and the amendment that he had moved, viz: to 
strike out the words “under oath.”” According 


the expense of erecting the new buildings. He || Interior. If the gentleman entertained that want 
was aware that it was desired by some to preserve | of confidence in relation to the last Secretary, it 
the Patent Office fund for the purpose of getting up || was no reason why he should cast an implied cen- 
an annual exhibition of agricultural and mechani- | sure upon the present incumbent of that office. If 
cal productions, and to give premiums for inven- || there was any such rumor as the gentleman had 
tions. ft was a scheme to create a little eclat. The || alluded to, he would undertake to say that it was 
exclusive use of the patent, he thought, would be || without foundation, and it was clearly not justified 
qitite stimulus enough to encourage inventions. || by any facts or showing in the possession of this 
He hoped the committee vould treat this propo- || committee. Such action as was here proposed, on 





sition as they had treated similar ones when the || the part of the House, he thought could not be 
aeficiency bill was under consideration. 
amendment of the gentleman should prevail, he || things. 
notified the committee now, that he would exert || 
every particle of influence that he possessed to | 
sirike out the whole appropriation. 


If the || justified by a reference to the present condition of 


The gentleman proposed, in effect, to declare to 
the Secretary of the Interior, this: Among the 
| duties confided to you is to act as commissioner 

The question was taken on the amendment of | to supervise the construction of the Patent Office 
Mr. Moore, and it was rejected, || building. We have no confidence in you, and do 

Mr. STANLY expressed the hope that the || not believe that you will discharge this duty faith- 
|| fally; we therefore call upon the President, not to 
Mr. SCHENCK, to enable him to make a || do it hinvself, but to appoint Somebody else to act 
He desired to say, | 


that you were appointed to do. Our intention is 


ander the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, | give you to understand, in advance, when entering 


as honest and upright a man, he thought, as || upon the discharge of the duties of head of the 


Pennsylvania or an other State could produce. | Department of the Interior, that we consider you 


His duty it was to see that the building was putup | unfit to discharge all the various trusts committed 
according to the stipulations of the contract. And || to you. Now, so far as the oath of office was 
now it was proposed to direct the President to | concerned, he supposed the oath of the heed of 
set somebody else to watch the Secretary, to see || a department was as good as the oath of a com- 
whether he attended to his duty in supervising || missioner to be appointed by the President. 

the work, and taking care that it should be done || Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (availing 
as it ought to be. It was a reflection upon the | himself of the privilege conferred by the rule of 
Secretary; it implied a doubt as to whether he || of speaking in opposition tothe amendment of the 
would faithfully perform his duty. The building || gentleman from Ohio,) said he was opposed to that 


tendence of a former Secretary of the Interior, and || by his colleague. 

it ceriainly seemed to him to be a yery invidious | Hecould not understand why it was that ob- 
| jection should be made to calling upon the Presi- 
dent in this case, to see that the law was faithfully 
He for one was not disposed to || executed. Was it a reflection upon the Secretary 
assume in advance that the Secretary would not || to call upon the President to see whether hig sub- 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, in reply to the || erly discharged, it would afford satisfaction to 
remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, said that he || everybody to know that fact; if it was not prop- 
had great confidence in the Secretary of the Interior, || erly discharged, it was due to the interests of the 
but it could not be expected that he could discharge || Government that the defect should be remedied. 
this in addition to all the other duties which de- || He knew that there were complaintsexisting, and 
volved upon him. And it was a general rumor || he thought it was but an act of justice to the Presi- 
that the work had not been conducted according to || dent, and an act of justice to the Secretary of the 
the atipulations of the contract. It was for these || Interior himself—indeed, an act of justice to all 
reasons that he desired, before $110,000 more was | parties, that an investigation should be made. He 
appropriated to be expended upon this building, || could see no reasonable objection to such a course. 
that the progress of the work should be carefully || The question was taken on the motion of the 
inquired into. No possible harm could arise from || gentleman from Ohio, to strike out the words, 
it at all events. And it implied no reflection on || “under oath,” and it was rejected. 
the Secretary at all; certainly no such thing was i Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, in order to en- 
intended. ~ | able him to make some remarks, moved to strike 

The question was taken on the amendment of || out the word “ inquiry.” He said he had under- 
the gentleman from Ohio, and it was rejected. || stood at the commencement of this session of Con- 

The question then recurred on the amendment | gress, that there was a controversy carried on be- 
of the gentleman from Mississippi. Tellers were || tween those who had obtained the contract, and 
demanded. || those who were disappointed in not getting it— 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to strike out the words || those who were unsuccessful applicants. for it. 
‘under oath.” Te made this motion, he said, for || These unsuccessful applicants, he understood, had 
the purpose of enabling him to call the attention of || been annoying the contractors by setting afloat all 
the committee to this point. The gentleman from || sorts of false ramors, by means of publications in 
Mississippi bad stated that there were rumors || the newspapers and conversations, to the effect that 








afloat that the construction of this building had not || the work was not properly conducted. And this 


been conducted according to the stipulations of the || very proposition, he had reason to believe, though 


contract, and because of these rumors, and believ- || he would not assert that it was so, was brought 


ing that the Secretary of the Interior had not done 


r forward for the purpose of disturbing the con- 
his duty, the gentleman was desirous that a com- | 


tract. It was a proposition that he could not vote 
for. He professed to know something about work 
of this kind, for he had been engaged in this de- 
scription of work himself, for twelve years, and he 





the United States to supervise the work, Now, 
in the rst place, (continued Mr. &.,) suppose that 
the same Secretary was in vffice as when these ra- || knew when work was done well and when it was 
mors were set afloat. a || not. He had visited this Patent Office building, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hinois; rose'to a point of or- | now in process of erection, half a dozen times, 
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and he could say, from his own experience .. 
bricklayer, that the work was Tenn een aS a 
not only that, bat well done. Materials of ie a 
quality were used, and the work itself was 
with great care. It was about the best work be 
had ever seen done in this city. He did not kno. 
what the specifications of the contract were 7 
he knew that the work was first-rate and hig bie 
creditavle to those who were engaged in jt oy 
would say further, that he did not know Bs : 
those who were engaged in the work, so thar 
opinion that he had given was wholly unbiased. 

Mr. CHANDLER said, he desired to gay 
single word in defence of the gentlemen whos 
names appeared on the list of a committee of th , 
House whose duty it was to look after works 
this description. Among them he found the on 
of his colleague, [Mr. Ross,] and other gentlehie, 
of high standing. , 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, rose to a question o 
order. His point of order was, that the gentlem, 
wae not confining his remarks to the amendmen, 

The CHAIRMAN remarked to the gentlemay 
from Pennsylvania, and to the committee, that t). 
rule required that a gentleman moving an amend. 
ment should confine his remarks exclusively to 
the support of that amendment; and a gentleman 
opposing the amendment, should restrict his ro. 
marks exclusively to the reasons for his oppo). 
tion, But it was quite impossible for the Chair io 
rule a gentleman out of order for remarks which 
to him did not seem pertinent. The Chair trusueg 
that gentlemen would confine themselves to a siriq, 
observance of the rule according to their construc. 
tion of its meaning. 

Mr. CHANDLER (resuming) said, the gentle. 
man from Illinois must be aware thatall speeches 
required an exordium, an argument, and a perore- 
tion. He had just got through his exordium, and 
was coming to the argument. He was opposed 
to striking out the word “inquiry.” That was 
the motion of the gentleman, he believed. He was 
opposed to it because he considered it an insidious 
attack upon the gentlemen who compose a com- 
mittee of this House—he meant the Committee on 
Expenditures on the Public Buildings, whose duty 
it was to supervise all these expenditures, He 
was glad to know from the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky, that he was, from his own experience, ca- 
pable of judging of the quality of this work, and 
that it was well done, He trusted the House 
would not act so unjustly as to pass a vote of cen- 
sure upon a committee of the House, by requiring 
the President of the United States to be himself 
the master mason in this work. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Sranroy,] to 
strike out the word “inquiry,” and it was rejected. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Mississippi, and tellers (having 
been previously demanded) were ordered and ap- 
pointed. 

The tellers having counted the votes, reported 
50 in the affirmative and 71 in the negative. 

So the amendment was not azreed to. 

The Clerk read: 

* For the collection of agricultural statistics, three thou- 


sand five hundred dollars, 10 be paid out of the patent 
fand.”? 


Mr. JOHN A. KING moved tu increase this 
item of appropriation to $4,500. He desired wo 
say a few words in support of thiz amendment. |i 
would be seen that the amzunt reported for agn- 
cultural statistics was the same as had been appro- 
priated last year; but from information derived 
from persons connected with the business of col- 
lecting those statistics and the arrangement of the 
matter, he was led to believe that the appropria- 
tion was too small. He felt, himself, a deep in- 
terest in a work of this character, and he had no 
doubt a large portion of the members of that 
House felt a like interest; for those whom they 
represented unquestionaoly were deeply interested 
ip the matter. He put it to the House whether 
they should hesitate for a moment about the addi- 
tion of a thousand dollars, in order to have this 
work accomplished in a creditable manner. He 
held in his hand a volume just published by the 
State of New York, at an expense to that State of 
$8,000, on the same ee It was the transac- 
tions of the State Agricultural Society. He would 
be glad if every gentleman would examine it. |t 
was in aid of such a cause that he asked for this 
addition to the appropriation, and he thought that 
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his House should not hesitate a moment about 


( . . 

; e appropriation. 
osking seotion oa taken upon the amendment, || 
and it was agreed to. : 
Mr. WHITE said, he would move to strike 
1 the words ** to be paid out of the patent fund,” 
fot the purpose of enabling him to inquire of the 
haieman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
toe this money appropriated in the preceding par- 
sranh was to be paid? EB 
“ir. BAYLY’S reply to the inquiry was not || 
heard by the reporter. 

Mr. WHITE (continuing) said: Well, then, 
jtamounts to nothing; and we might as well strike | 





out this second clause. : 
Mr. BAYLY said, he objected to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, and he 
veoved the committee to remark, that the gentle- 
nan availed himself of a doubt, in order to assert a 
most dangerous and unconstitational principle. 
He was not willing, for the mere purpose of re- 
moving a doubt, where really none existed, that | 
this precedent should be made. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, and it was re- 
jected. 


" The Clerk read the following clause, viz: 
« Por defraying the expenses of the chemical analysis of | 
yegetable substances produced and used for the food of || 
pan and anunals in the United States, to be expended un- || 
jer the direction of the Commissioner of Patents, $1,000, || 
to be paid out of the patent fund.” 
Mr. MEADE offered the following amendment, || 
to come in after the word ** analysis,”’ viz: ‘* of 
gilsand manures, and.”’ . 
Mr. HOLMES inquired (playfully) of the gen- 
teman from Virginia, whether be meant free soil? 
The question was taken on the proposed amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 
Mr. MEADE then moved to strike out the || 
whole clause. 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was not agreed to. 


The Clerk read the following clause, viz : 

‘For payment of the instalment and interest which will 
fall due on the 30th of May, 1641, under the 12th article of 
the treaty between the United States and Mexico, made and 
concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, on 2d February, 1848, | 
§3, 360,000." 

Mr. HOLMES objected to this appropriation. 
It was prohibited, he said, by the 87th rule. 

Mr. BAYLY said, that if the gentleman would |) 
allow him to interpose for a moment, he would 
say that he. intended himself to move to strike out 
this item of appropriation. When it was put into 
the bill, it was done by inadvertence. 

Mr. HOLMES. What I intended to say was, 
that Homer sometimes sleeps; in the original it is 
“bonus atiquando dormitat Homerus,’’ and the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means might be in the same category. [A laugh.] 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 

| 








Barty to strike out, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY said, he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to amend 
the bill by inserting, after line 936, the following: 

“For expenses in running and marking the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico, and paying the 
salaries of officers of the commission, $100,000.” 

And to insert the following, viz: 

“ For expenses of running and marking the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico, making the exami- 
halons contemplated by the sixth article of the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, and paying the salaries of the officers of 
the commission, $130,000.°* 








| 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 
twas agreed to. 


i 
: | 

Mr. BAYLY said, he had been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendment, viz: 

“For compensation due Lieutenant George Thom, of 
the United States Corps of Topographical Eogineers, while 
acting upon the Northeastern boundary, during the years 
1643, 1844, and 1845, for his necessary traveling and other 
personal expenses, as authorized by the Secretary of State, 


1,152, 

He desired to explain, ina few words, that when 
the Northeastern boundary line was about to be 
run, an appropriation was made by Congress of a 
sum of money for that purpose, which was placed 
under the control of the Secretary of State. This 
*ppropriation was to defray the expenses of run- 
ning the boundary line. The Secretary had di- 
rected that the officers employed in the field should 
receive this pay, in addition to the other pay to 
which they were entitled. Colonels Graham and 





of the Secretary. But there was some delay in the 
adjustment of Lieutenant Thom’s accounts, in con- 
sequence of which he had not recived his pay 
according to this arrangement. The books had 
been settled up, and the sum due to Lieutenant 
Thom had gone back into the Treasury. 

Mr. JONES insisted that the amendment was 


| not in order. 


Mr. BAYLY. That is the precise point. 
The CHAIR. The gentleman from Virginia is 
out of order in rising to debate the point of order. 


| The present amendment is identical with the one 


before offered by the gentleman from Virginia, by 


| instruction of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


which the Chair decided to be out of order. But 


an appeal hating been taken from that decision, it | 
| was reversed by the committee. The Chair, there- | 
| fore, decides the amend ment to be in order. 


Mr. JONES said, he would then oppose the 
amendment, on the ground that this was the case 
of an officer of the topographical corps, who had 


by law. 


The question was about to be taken, when tel- | 


lers were demanded and granted. Mr. Meacuam 
and Mr. Disney were appointed tellers, and the 
vote was announced—ayes 85, noes 37. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY said he ‘was instructed by the 


Committee of Ways and Means to move the fol- | 
| lowing amendments: 


‘For the pay of draftsmen and assistants to the head of 
the scientific corps empioyed in copying and recording, 


| (%7,000;) the rent of rooms employed for assistants to the 


head of the scientific corps engaged in recording, copying, 
and ineluding fue! for the same, ($500;) attendance on 
office rooms, and expenses of employing messengers, 
($500 ;) purchase of drawing paper and other necessary 
drawing materials and office furniture, ($3755) stationery 
for office use, ($100;) mileage and expenses of officers em- 
ployed in examinations required on the frontiers of Vermont 


of that portion of the line lying on the northern frontier 
Vermont and New York, embracing hire of men and their 
transportation and subsistence, hire of horses and baggage 
wagons, camp equipage and its transportation, purchase of 


| instruments and all contingencies, (85,00 ;) and the com- 


pensation of two private soldiers for their services as drafts - 
men in reconstructing maps; making in all the sum of 
$15,430.” 

Mr. BAYLY requested the attention of the 
committee while he made an explanation of this 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES contended that the amendment was 
out of order. 

Mr. BAYLY asked permission to state a fact, 
and then the Chair would be able to decide the 
point of order. During the last Congress, a law 
was passed authorizing the reconstruction of the 
maps and charts of the Northeastern boundary 
surveys, which had been destroyed by fire in this 
city. This amendment merely gives the appropri- 
ation necessary to complete the work. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. BAYLY desired to make a further explana- 
tion. In the treaty made with the British Gov- 
ernment, called the treaty of Washington, for the 
settlement of the Northeastern boundary, there was 
a provision requiring that an accurate survey mark- 
ing the boundary line, should be made. Colonel 
Graham was placed at the head of this survey, and 
Congress ordered that all the maps and charts con- 
nected with this boundary survey, should be en- 
graved. Ina fire which took place in this city 


| in 1848, the whole of these maps and charts were 


destroyed. An act was afterwards passed author- 
izing an appropriation for the purpose of retouch- 
ing and finishing these charts. Some of them had 
been completed. But it was found necessary that 
some of the ground should be gone over again. A 

entleman who was engaged in a part of the survey 
| err the New York and Vermont lines, had, 
subsequently been killed in Mexico, and his field 
notes could not be understood by any other per- 
son. That part of the ground, therefore, must be 
resurveyed, and it is for this purpose that the pres- 
ent appropriation is required. Another object of the 
appropriation was to pay the civilians engaged in 
reconstructing the maps. The Committee of Ways 
and Means, after examining the law of 1842, had 
come to the decision that it was functus officio, and 
they had, therefore, excluded the officers from this 
appropriation, and determined only to pay the 
civilians. 
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| Emory had received their pay under this direction | 
| by substituting in lieu thereof the following, viz: 


| 
i 
| 
| 





| received his pay as such, and that this was an ad- | 
| dition to his pay not contemplated or authorized 





|| inaudible to the reporter. 


|| the departments. 


and New York, ($840;) for a survey and examination of i had been destroyed, he saw no other way of re- 
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Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment, 


* For the purpose of enabling the Sevretary of State to 
procure an authentic copy of the wap, showing the demar- 
cation of boundary under the treaty of Washington, of Aa- 
gust 9, 1842, a sum notexceeding ten thousand dollars.” 


Mr, JONES stated that by the treaty of the 9th 
of August, 1842, it was provided that a commis- 
sioner on the partof the United States, and a com- 
missioner on the part of Great Britain, should be 
appointed to survey, run and mark the boundary 
line between the territories of the two counties. 
It was provided im that treaty that these commis- 
sioners should under their seals, certify the cor- 
rectness of the chart, when it was completed. 
Thus the survey went on, and in time was finished, 
and the maps were completed by the respective 
commissioners. Those which were made for our 
Government were destroyed by a fire which took 
place in this District, before txey had been removed 
from the office of the Topographical Engineers to 
the department. . An appropriation of $10,000 
| was inserted in the appropriation bill of that year 

for the purpose of restoring these maps. The 
| Topographical Engineers, with Colonel Graham 
at their head, were completing these new maps. 
Now he wished to be informed what would be the 
use of these maps when finished? It was the au- 
| thentication of the maps which was all that was 
necessary. An authenticated copy could be ob- 
tained from the British Government, which might 
be deposited in the State Department, where it 
could always be resorted to in case of necessity. 


|| The amendment of the Committee of Ways and 


Means appropriated $5,000 for a resurvey of part 
of this line. He wished to know whether we had 
any authority to institute this resurvey? He de- 
nied that we had any. 

Mr. VINTON madean explanation, which was 
He was understood to 
say, that there was an authenticated map in one of 
Astothe maps and charts which 


| placing them than by resorting to the notes of 
our officers, and where they were lost, to make a 
| resurvey. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to amend 
the amendment by striking out $10,000 and insert- 
ing $20,000, and pay for work already done upon 
| them, 
| He said that this was notnow a question wheth- 
er we should authorize the preparation of maps 
jand charts. They are already obtained, and al- 
most completed. He had called this morning to 
see them. There were thirty of these maps exe- 
cuted in the most beautiful style. All of them, ex- 
| cept three, were completed; and he would chai- 
| lenge any country to produce a more beautiful se- 
ries of maps. An appropriation of a few miore 
thousands was all that wag now required to com- 
plete them. 

Mr. K. wished to state a fact which would be 
interesting to some of the members of this Honee. 
At the time of the fire, these field notes were pre- 
served in consequence of a regulation made by 
Mr. Calhoun, who had directed that whenever 
| any officer took notes, he should deposit those 
| notes in one place, and the maps in another, so 
| that, in case of fire, both might not be lost. Unded 
| this order, Culonel Graham put away his notes 
| Separate from the maps, and thus the notes were 
saved. The maps were now almost finished. He 
wished also to state another fact: A summary of 
ail these maps had been prepared on a single sheet 
of drawing paper, in a style of surpassing beauty, 
by a private soldier. He made this statement 
with pride. It would have given him still greater 
gratification if he could have said that he was an 
American. But this work, which was extraordi- 
nary for the skill with which it was executed, was 
the work of a German. It was a mistake, there- 
fore, to suppose that the means of renewing these 
maps were wanting in this country, or that it was 
necessary to go to England for duplicates of 
them; we could supply them ourselves, and of the 
most beautiful workmanship, as was now proved. 

Mr. JONES oe ha if the gentleman from 








Ohio (Mr. Viwron] had stated that the original 
map of the line of demarcation between the two 
countries was in one of the departments ? 

Mr. VINTON was understood to reply that it 
was in the State Department. 

Mr. JONES intimated that this must be a mistake; 
that the original map was lost in the fire of 1848. 
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Mr. BAYLY corrected a mistake into which he || 
said the gentleman from Tennessee had fallen. 
‘That gentleman seemed to think that the great ob- 
ject was to get a map of the boundary line. ‘It 
was notso, The boundary line was marked by 
strong and ineffaceable monuments. But it had 
been considered important by both Governments, 
that thefe should be a topographical survey on 
each side. We had made it on our side. The | 
maps are not necessary to define the boundary, | 
but it was important to preserve them among our 
archives, As they have been made at an enor- | 
mous expense; as they are now so near comple- 
tion, and as this eppropriation is the last which || 
will be required for the work, he asked whether it 
would be wise in the committee to reject the ap- 
propriation, 

‘The amendment submitted by Mr, Kine to the | 
amendment was megatived. 

The amendment submitted by Mr. Jones to 
the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. ORR moved that the committee rise, which | 
was negatived, 

The question being on the amendment submitted || 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means— i\ 

Tellers were demanded and granted. Messrs. 
Monron and Strong Were appointed tellers, and | 
the vote was announced—ayes 78, noes 44. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ORR moved to strike out the following | 
clause of the bill, viz: 

* For the payment of taxes due on the Mint in Philadel- | 
plia, for which a judgment has been obtained, ten thousand | 
doltars.”* : 

He waived the motion at the suggestion of Mr. 
PHELPS, who said he desired first to amend the 
clause by adding the following, viz: 

« Provided, That if any further taxes shall be agses*ed by | 
the Staie of Vennsyivania upon the Mint of the United 
States, establiehed in the city of Philadelphia, it shall be the | 


—— A 


| 


duty of the Seeretary of the Treasury forthwith to dispose | 
of the land upon which the Mint is situated, and remove the | 
said Mint to the city of New York, (and the money neces- | 
eary to defray said expenses and procure a site, shall be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury :) Provided, however, The 


said Mint shall not be removed to the city of New York, if || 


the site or any other property necessary for its establishment 
and operations shall be taxed by the State of New York.” 


Mr. EWING asked if the amendment was in 
order? 

‘The CHAIR decided that it was not in order. 

Mr. PHELPS appealed from this decision, and | 
asked for tellers. 
Casey ond Foren were appointed tellers. The | 
affirmative vote was then stated to be 91, and the 
count of the negatives was not insisted on. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. ORR moved that the committee rise, and | 
demanded tellers on the question. Tellers were 
ordered. Messra. Duer and Hamitton were ap- 
pointed tellers, and the vote was announced—ayes 
62, noes 70. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. ORR renewed his motion to strike out the | 
apprepriation to pay the tax on the Mint. 
mitted that the State of Pennsylvania had a right 
to tax the property of the General Government; | 
but he thought that when the Government erects | 
public buildings in the city of Philadelphia, which | 
are valuable to the city and the State, the least the 





taxation. 
stricken out 
buildings, be it ao, and let the Government remove 
the Mint to another place . 

Mr. BAYLY expressed his regret that gentle- 
men did now rathet Gek questions of the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means, or examine subjects for 
themselves, before they submitted these amend- | 
ments. They would then save themselves from | 
much trowble and many blunders, | 

‘The gentleman asked why Pennsylvania had not | 
exempted the property of the Government from 
taxation? ‘This wae exactly what she had done. | 
But under a general law a tx was assessed on 
thie property, and as soon as it was discovered 
that this was done, another law was passed ex- 
empting the Government property hereafter from 


tax. 
Mr. ORR asked if it would not have been the | 
easier way to remit the tax? 
Mr. BAYLY ‘stated’ that ‘suit having been | 
brought, the case went to the Supreme Court, | 
which decided in favor of the State, and this ap- 
propriation is to satisfy that judgment. 


ellers were ordered. Messrs. || 


He ad- || 


|| fortifications, &c. 
State could do was toexempt these buildings from || 


He desired to have the appropriation | 
If the State chose to levy on the | 
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Mr. (ITCH moved to aniend: 


« Provided, That exit Mint shall be removed to the cfty 
of New Vork at the end of the current year, anless the tax 


| hereby provided to be paid shall be refunded to the United 


States.” 


The CHAIR decided the amendment out of or- 
der. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Orr was re- 
jected. 


Mr. CARTTER said the gentleman from Vir- | 
)ginia [Mr. Bayty]} had given no reason for the | 
action of the State of Pennsylvania in taxing this | 
|property. It was certainly competent to that State 


to tax the property of the Government, if ‘she 


thought it-wise to take this course, which might 
| prove injurious to her commercial interests. But 


he did not understand the policy of this course at 
a time when she was coming here with her protest 


| against the removal of the Mint to the city of New 


York. He condemned the course of the State in 


| a series of remarks, which could not be distinctly 


heard at the renorter’s desk. 
Mr. BAYLY said the gentleman from Ohio was 
mistaken when he stated that no reason had been 


given for making this appropriation. He had stated | 


distinctly that a judgment had been rendered 

| against this Government; and such being the case 
there was the very best of reasons why the money 
should be appropriated. 

The gentleman from Ohio might consider that 
the existence of a judgment was no reason for 
paying it, but hethought differently. As to the 
propriety of thecity of Philadelphia receiving the 

| money, that was a totally different question. Her 


Representatives were, no doubt, able to vindicate || 


| her course; but never, with hisconcurrence, should 

a judgment obtained against it in a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Mr. CHANDLER, for the purpose of ena- 


|| bling him to make some remarks, moved to amend 


| the amendment by adding ten dollarsto the sum 
| reported by the committee; that would assist in 
paving eosts. 

He begged leave to say that he felt, as every 
Pennsylvanian he presumed did, very grateful to 
| the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means for hisexplanation of this matter. 

He felt sure that Pennsylvania would feel grati- 


|| fied to know that she had furnislied a subject of 


discussion to the House, and a mint julep to the 
honorable gentleman [Mr. Carrrer] of Ohio. 
| Mr. C. said that he regretted to hear language 
used with reference to Philadelphia, which had 
fallen from honorable gentlemen. 
appeared here or elsewhere as a beggar. 


| nor her Representative seek, eleemosynary grants | 


from the National Government. The claim against 


| the Government which the appropriation sought | 
|| to pay, Was a judgment obtained in the law 


courts of the United States, and sanctioned by the 
highest judicature in the nation. 
But Pennsylvania had washed her hands of any 


|| wish to impose taxes upon Government of that 


nature, though it might be well enough to have it 
| known, that in the exercise of her State rights, 
she could tax property not used for navy-yards, 
Pennsylvania, however, has 
nothing to do with the matter. 

But gentlemen had denounced the city of Phila- 
deiphia es rapacious and exacting, while she was 
| here asking for, nay, begging for the continuance 
| within her borders of the United States Mint. 

If it be necessary, (said Mr. C.,) Philadelphia 
| might express her wishes, and use her legitimate 
| influence to retain that institution where it has 
| been, and where it has been well and faithfully 
| managed ever since its establishment. But Phila- 
delphia never came hither, nor went elsewhere, 
| to beg for the Mint. She has it, and she means to 

have it. She has not petitioned—not begged. She 
| knows her rights, and while he (Mr. C.) was her 
ene he should assert boldly theirrights, 
and, with all his ability, defend them. But the city 
of Philadelphia has nothing to do with the suit. 
Mr. C. was not well, or at least was not recently 
informed as to the origin of the suit, but he be- 
lieved it was the county of Philadelphia rersus the 


|| heirs of Isaac Read—Mr. Read having been the 


Treasurer of the Mint at the time of the institution 
of the suit. And itis highly probable that the case 


has been carried forward more to establish oan 
ich the 


ciple than to obtain money—a principle wh 


| General Government has as much interest to 


it be said that this Government refused to satisfy | 


That city never | 
She had | 
| no alms bag to be filled, and she would never seek, | 


| established, as any of the States or municipal 
It ernments in the country. The city of Phi 
| phia, and (Mr. C. said) he believed her Citizen 
} felt no concern about the appropriation, whiethe: 
|| it passed or was rejected. She could raise the 
|| money in two hours from the voluntary contribs. 
|| tion of her poorest citizens, if either the Gove ; 
|| Ment needed it to pay its debt, or the coun: 7 
| quired it to settle a claim. yr. 
|| Probably no demand will ever be made fo, th 
money; and it was for this House to conside, 
| whether the honor of the country would hon, 
|| sulted in refusing to provide for the payment “4 
|| Judgment against itself by its highest court; ang : 
|| will be for the county of Philadelphia to consider 
| her interest in pressing a claim of which she h : 
| hitherto only asserted the justice. 
t Mr. BAYLY remarked, that the only cour 
: ; : . e 
consistent with honor and probity that this Go, 
ernment could take, was to provide for the pay. 
ment of this money. It would then be for Sone. 
a to decide whether she would receiye it 
is own sense of what was correct and proper, 
would prompt him, as an individual, to take such 
| course; and what was right and commendable . 
| an individual, was equally so, under similar cir. 
|| cumstances, for the Government. 
The question being taken on the amendment of 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania, it was no 
agreed to, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, and it was not agreed to, 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to, and the committer 
rose, and, on motion, 
The House adjourned. 


f£oy. 
adel. 











PETITIONS, &e. 
The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
| propriate committees: 


By Mr. BOOTH: The memorial of James Hawes and 
127 other citizens of the village of Willimantic, in the Stare 
| of Connecticut, showing that great depression now exists jn 
| the prineipal industrial pursuits of that section of the coun- 
try. They pray that the revenue laws may be so altered as 
to make the duties specific—taking as the valuation of the 
dutiable articles the average price at the time of the passage 
of the tariff of 1846. 

Also, the petition of John Baldwin and 33 other citizens 
of the town and county of Windham, in the State of Con- 
necticut, praying for sach alteration of the tariff as shall 
protect American labor so that it shall not be at the mercy 
of foreign capitalists. 

Also, the memorial of Amasa Carpenter and 29 other cit- 
izens of Windham, in the State of Connecticut, praying 
that no additional duties may be levied on shoe aud boot 
|| makers’ lasts. 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of J. George and 25 other 
|| citizens of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress 
to amend the revenue law of 1846. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Reinhard and 25 other citi- 

zens of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose. 





tt 


| IN SENATE. 
| Fray, August 23, 1850. 


Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Salva- 
dorah McLaughlin, administratrix of John F. Mc- 
Laughlin, asking compensation for a steam vessel 
lost in the public service, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
during the late ‘war with Mexico; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEEBS. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Navl 
Affairs, to which were teferred the memorial of 
Susan Decatur, asking that the prise money due 
for the capture and destruction of the frigate Phil- 
adelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, may be distt- 
bated among the captors, and protesting against 
any portion of the same being paid to Priscilla D. 
Twiggs, or her sisters; and the memorial of Joseph 
K. Boyd, asking remuneration for aiding in the 
capture of the said frigate; reported a bill for the 
relief of the captors of the frigate Philadelphia; 
which was and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
John Tucker, asking compensation for military 
services in Florida, in 1838, submitted a report in 
writing, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of John Tucker, 
which was read and passed toa second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of Duff Green, — of Seca 6 Ex- 
porting Company, asking that the of the 
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— . . | > r } ‘ 
be authorized to contract with said company | The question was then taken on the, adoption of || Mr. BELL. Mr. President, { do not see, nor 








— 


Les 











construction and employment of five steam- || the amendment, and it was agreed to. _ || very well understand, the bearing of the amend- 

‘ ne pore in favor of prinung the same; which | The question waa-then stated to be on ordering | ment. | dislike to ask thatthe bili should lie over 

a ncurred in. | the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. | On that account. But, as thisamendiment has been 
ss conetion by Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- || Mr. CHASE. | 


r 





On motion 


and no amendment having been proposed, || 
dered to a third reading, and was subse- || 


| 
i 


jo-lahy 
‘ wsby reed a third time and passed. 


INDIAN INTERCOURSE. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 








the pill * : ° 
ection of the act to regulate intercourse with the 


indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, 
sooroved the 3d of June, 1834, to the people of the 
cute of Texas and others. 
“Mr. YULEE. I propose to strike out all after 
ine enacting clause, and insert what I send to the 
cyair. 1 would simply state that it isan amend- | 
nent drawn up after consultation with the Senator | 
‘om Kentucky, (Mr. Unperwoop,] who has | 
ven his attention to this matter, and with whom | 
ibe principal objections to the bill in the shape in | 
ghich it was reported, originated. | believe this | 
anendment is satisfactory on ail hands asit now is. | 
The amendment was then read, as follows : 
wrike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 
«Phat the provisions of the act entitled ‘ An act to regu- || 


te rade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 
reserve peace on the frontiers,’ approved June 30, 1834, || 





wall be and the same are hereby declared to be applicable || 
in all respects to cases of Indian depredations committed in i 
a\avama, Georgia, and Florida, subsequent to the Ist day of || 
January, 5, and in Texas subsequent to the date of her an- 
yesation: Provided, That when there has been no superia- 
wendent, agent, Or sub-agent, to whoin the party injured 
hy any indian Or Indians could apply, the claims of such | 
ary may be examined and allowed in the same manner | 
as if ey had been regularly acted on by such superintend- || 
ent, agent, or sub-agent, in case the proof shal! be satisfac- 
ory that the injury sustained otherwise comes within the 
purview of said act.”? 


Mr. RUSK. I think the honorable Senator is | 
sliue mistaken, because this includes a statute of | 
imitation. All the claims of Alabama and Plorida 
would be debarred, because all applications of 


| 
} 
nore than three years’ standing are to be de- || 
{| 
| 
1} 


barred. 

Mr. CLEMENS. They have made their ap- 
jheations. 

Mr.RUSK. Texas has made none, because | 
were has been no law allowing it. 1] 
Mr. YULEE. The bill provides that if no || 
daim is made, in consequence of the fact that there | 
wes no agent or sub-agent, the benefit of the act || 
shall be extended to such claim. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 would much prefer that the || 
cause respecting Alabama, Georgia, and Fiorida, | 





should be stricken out. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is reminded || 
by the Secretary that the proposition before the || 
Senate was to strike out the third section. That | 
isthe question pending, and the amendment of the | 
Senator from Fiorida, therefpre, cannot be received || 
until that question is disposed of. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The amendment offered || 
by the Senator from Florida certainly does pro- || 
vide foreverything which oaght to be provided 
for. lt applies this law without change to Texas, || 
to Florida, and to Alabama, and those countries || 
about whieh there has been difficulty heretofore. || 
There is a proviso added to the amendment that || 
where there were not superintendents, agents, or || 
wb-agenta, and, in consequence of the want of |) 
ihese officers, the claims for depredations made by || 
it Indians could not be regularly examined, that ! 
tl such claims may be presented, looked into, || 
«i disposed of, and paid, precisely as they would 
hve been if they had regularly passed through || 
ie hands of the sub-agent. 

‘he PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator must be || 
‘ware that that is not the question before the |, 
Senate, The question is on striking out the third } 


secuion. } 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ah, I withdraw that, | 
tnd give place. 

fhe PRESIDENT. The Senator will then || 
wocead 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have nothing further 
‘osay. It applies the terms of the intercourse act 
of 1894 to all places and countries slike, and pro- 
vides for cases which may heretofore have ori- 
sinated by Indian depredations wiiere a sub-agent 
was not provided to investigate the claim, and it 
opens the door for all of them without limitation. 
| think that right, as it places the whole country on 
the same footing under the intercourse law of 1834. 


| present hour, so far as.i am aware, has the Gov- 


|| them, and make us responsibie for these charges. 





the law in regard to intercourse wath Indians, se 
asto, assume responsibility for the acta of Luose 


indians who are not under the control of the Gov- 
ernment of the, United. States. 


defines the limits of the indian country, and «x- 


cludes in disunct terms by its provisions all ln- 
dians. within the limitsof any State. As 1 have 
before, remarked, its principle is, that where the 
United, States have control of the ladiaus, they 
become responsibie for their acts, and Where they 
have not adirect control over tiem they are not 
responsible for their acts... Now, it is proposed to 
assuime a responsibility where we have not con- 
trol—to assume respowsioility for the acis of in- 
dians, in ‘Texas and Florida, and Alabama, and 
Georgia, not for the future only, but for the past— 


| since the year 1036, with regard to some of these 


States, and, with regard to d'exas, since the date 
of annexauon. Although 1am not perfectly well 


 acquainied with the, history of our indian cilairs, 


I believe that the United States have proceeded 
upon the principle that where the indians are an 


independent nation, they may make treaties with | 
| them, and do make treaties with them; but in 
|| every such case, so far as 1 am aware, ihe lodians 
| have a country within certain boundaries under 


| 
| 
the control ot the Government; but in no case, | 
from the commencement of the Government to the | 


ernment assumed sesponsivility for Indians, within 
the limits of a particular State, and over whom 
they have no parucular control, ‘his bill, then, 


in which we have. mever before applied a similar | 
principle. It is obnoxious to all the objections 
which were urged against the former bili, and it 
will lead.to the expenditure of large syms drawa | 
from the ‘Treasury jor depredations done where | 
we have no coutrol over the persons who commit | 


l should be glad to give my support to a proper 


| 


bill, but this 18 one which it. appears to me ought | until their title was extinguished. 


not to pass, and, therefore, Lask for the yeas aud 
nays on its passage. | 
Mr. RUSK. ‘Lhis bill does not embrace any | 
new principle at all. It is simply extending vo} 
Texas, Fiorida, Alabama, and Georgia, the benefit 
of «law which is extended to every other State. || 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator from Texas 





remarked that this bill embraced no new prineipie. 


‘account. Depredauons are said to have been com- | 


mitted and property stolen from the inhabiwnts of 
the States named in the bill, since L836. These in- | 
dividuals have presented their claims to Congress. | 


| Lahink that the bills hable to objection on one 


| They have received avout the same consideration 


that the cases of other claimants have received. | 
it is now proposed by this bill w place these | 
claimants in a different situation from that of other 

claimants on the Guvernment—namely, to adjust | 
their claims at once. 1 object to this summary | 
mode of disposing of this lurge amount of claims. | 
How many thousands and hundreds of thousands 

of dollars these claims will extead toy we do not 

know. We have no information on that subject. | 
We have had no statement of the extent of these 

claims, and 1 hope that the Senate will not, with- 
out consideration, place these claims upon a difler- 
ent footing from that of other claims. A bill es- 
tablishing a board for the adjustment of ciaims 
against tne Unwed States has passed this body, 
and may receive the sanction of the House during 
the present session. That bill provides a parucu- 
lar mode. of investigating all claims. And we are 
now proposing by this bill at once to revive and 
to settle claims that have been standing some fifteen 
years, and about which it will be so difficult to 
ascertain the facts that they certainly ought to be 
subjected to the most rigid scratiny. tis on that 
accuunt that | object to the passage of this bill. 


ce 


Lhe act of 1334, 


| 

introduces a new principle, and applies it to cases | Constitution, as remarked by the gentleman from 
! 
| 





1 do not see that this Lill ia ma- || presented, without Senators having an opportunity 
seeded 00 consider. House bill for the relief of Al- | ee changed from the provisions of the former 
l, 1] 

Mr. ATCHISON, (in his seat.) It is.not ma- || to this matter—to say how far it proposes to make 
terially changed. it 1s much the same in substance. 

Mr. CHASE, It eppearato me, as the Senator | 
from Missouri suggesis, to be thesame bill ia sub- | 
|| stance and effect as. the former bill, and presents. | 

On Ore eee en oe |, this question: Are the, Senate prepared w change | 


| to look at it, L should hike the Senator from Ken- 
tacky—for | understand that he has paid attention 


| 

| the Indian tribes, to which the Indians who com- 
mit depredations may belong, in their name, or 
| character, or lmeage, responsible for those depre- 
| dations. Are the Indians who commit depredations 
| to be resident within the territory belonging to 
| their tribe before that tribe can be made responsi- 
| 
} 
| 


| 


ble for the depredations? 

Now, | have in my viewa case. Depredations 
may have been committed by @ party of the Cher- 
okee nation, who, some twelve or fourteen years 
|| ago, separated themselves from the main body of 
|| their countrymen, and removed into what is now 
] Texan territory. Perhaps the Senator from Texas 
1 can give me some information on that point. 
] Those who separated from their tribe in this way 
| were predatory in their character, and no doubt 
|| that was the motive which led them to separate 
|| from their more orderly and law-abiding country- 
'| men of the Cherokee trive proper. 
|| Now, sir, lL should think itagreat hardship to 
|| the Cherokees that are now living peaceably and 
|| quietly, not giving any trouble to their neighbors, 
|| f they were to be subjected to the payment of 
|| any depredations committed by these wandering 
| paruies, who have separated themselves from their 
|| tribe, and have no longer a national character as 
|| Cherokees, but are merely members of that tribe 
|| who have fled from its jurisdiction, finding it irk- 
|| 8ome to comply with its regulations. It would be 
|| unjust that che Cherokees. west of Arkansas, and 
others similarly situated, should be made reapon- 
sible for the depredations of the Cherokees in 
Texas. Bat if the amended bill bas not that ef- 
tect, | shall not objectto it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, | will 
explain in a very few words what! conceive to be 
the operation of the bill as amended. Now, if the 


} 


Texas (Mr. Rusa] the other day, did not extend 
over the Indian tribes of Texas, as over those in 
other portions of the United States, it migtit per- 
haps be necessary to make some amendment to 
the bill carrying the laws of the United States 
over these Indians. But, sir, | know that, under 
the Constitution, Congress has exercised juriedic- 
tion of that sort over the Indians in Kentucky 
I believe that 
Congress, under the Constitution, has exercised 
jurisdiction of that sort over all the Indians loca- 
cated within the limits of the United States; and 
therefore, when the suggestion was made the other 
day by the gentleman trom Texas, in opposition 
to the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewine,} late Sec- 
retary of the Interior, | thought the position es: 
sumed by the gentleman from Texas was the cor- 
rect one. 

I knew that the practice had been, in Kentucky 
and elsewhere, to exercise this jurisdiction over 
the Indians. I therefore supposed that, under the 
the Constitution, whith gives Congress the right 
to regulate commerce with foreign nations, avd 
among the several States, and with the Indian 
tribes, and which also prohibits the States from 
entering into any agreement, covenant, or con- 
tract with the Indians, unless Congress shall con- 
sent, we had that jurisdiction without express 
legislation. 

Now, if that be the case, this bill as amended, 
is just this: It proposes to pay for depredations 
committed by Indrans whose tribes or nations are 
friendly to us, whether they break off from un- 
other tribe or not. It proposes to pay for depre- 
dations committed, when oar citizens do not re- 
taliate. In that respect, it pinces the citizens of 
Texas, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, precisely 
upon the same footing as citizens of other States. 
And it has this retroactive effect, which | have 
consented to upon reflection. | was opposed to 
all retroaction the other day; but on reflection, I 
think this part is correct. It retroacts so far as to 
allow persons, who could have availed themselves 
of the provisions of the act of 1834, had there been 
aa agent or a superintendent to whom they could 
have furnished the proof, as required by that act, 
if the Government had furnished that officer to 
raake proof, and if that bring» their case within 
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the provision of the act of °34, it shall be taken | 
into consideration, allowed, and paid. It only re- | 
troacts so far as to allow the claimants to avail | 
themselves of the advantage which they could 

have, if the Government had furnished the proper 

officer. And to that extent you put the blame 

upon the Government, in not furnishing the proper 

oflicer, through whom the citizen could act. And, 

as the Government did not furnish the officer 

through whom the citizen could act, under the 

provisions of the act of 1834, it seems to me just 

and proper that the case should be provided for. | 
Thatia the whole operation of the act, and it does | 
seem to me to be just to give it that extent and | 
that operation. 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire of the Senator 
from Kentucky whether in case a claim is pre- 
seuted against a Cherokee the Cherokees are lia- | 
bie? 

Mr. RUSK. If the Senator will allow me I 
will make him easy on that point. There will be | 
no applications for any depredations committed by | 
Cherokees. The other day | mentioned the Cher- 


okees and several other tribes as having gone over | 


into Texas previous to the annexation. There 
have been no depredations committed by them 
since. There is noconsiderable number of them. 
All who are there are half-breeds, and those who 
live in society amongst us, and they have com- | 
mitted no depredations. I mentioned the other 
day the fact that a war ensued with those Indians | 
who committed depredations before the annexa- | 
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|| against their occurrence, 


| that there is no mode of restraining these depreda- 
tion without an effective chain of posts upon the 
borders of the Texas settlements. Whether the 
physical character of the country renders it prac- 
ticable to establish such a chain of posts as that, 
Ido not know. If not, and this country is not 
very rapidly settled, we shall have heavy drains 
on the Treasury annually for these depredations, 
I have said that I do noi know but that it is better 


to adopt this policy, because it will force on Con- | 
|| gress and the executive Government the necessity 


of placing such a force there as will repress these 
depredations. If we are liable to pay for these 
depredations, the soundest policy is to provide 
And as we cannot be 
| brought to examine this question, and act upon it 


|| effectively, it will perhaps be best to pass this bill, | 
which will press this subject on our attention in a | 


year ortwo. Although it is a pretty broad prin- 
ciple, and is likely to constitute a pretty heavy 
| drain upon the Treasury, yet, under all the cir- 
cumstances, | am inclined to think it would be 


better to pass the bill, and we shall the sooner see | 


what policy it will be absolutely necessary to pur- 
sue in regard to these wandering tribes. The ob- 
| jection which first occurred to me, in regard to this 
amendment, it seems, does not exist. 1 think, on 
the whole, it is sound policy to pass the bill, and 
see what its effect will be. I think, however, that 


|| if the Senator from Texas agrees to it, it ought to 


be accompanied by a proposition that the Legisla- 
ture of Texas should assent to the usual regula- 


GLOBE. 


} 
| 
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j 
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| 


|| horsemen in the world, and these infantry 


; 


| 


| to the depredations being committed 
| difficulty has been that the right kind “ 


_ down and steal whatever they can find | 


| of troops. 


| right sort of troops, and this bill 
| to keep peace. 
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regulate trade and intercourse ak a a 
exist in Texas as elsewhere, and “ the aatdiany 
thority—the Constitution of the United Beatce he 


ere, the 


have not been used. There are infantry wae 


on the frontier which operate as no defence a) all 
but rather a temptation to the Indians to come 


: 008 
these frontier posts. The Camanches are oe 


only serve as temptations to induce them todos 
redate on the citizens in the neighborhood v 
difficulty will occur if you will send the right a 

I will take five hundred rangers pa 
be answerable with my head that I will au 
peace in less than twelve months, and keep peag . 
too. There would be no difficulty if you sent 1h; 
will help greatly 
After you thrash the Camanche, 
or they see that they are in a position to |, 
thrashed, they will come, as they did upon a wa 
oceasion to General Brooke, to make a tresy 
Well, if you pass this law, what wil} be the effec, 
General Brooke would say, “ You have commi:. 
ted certain depredations, stolen certain horses, anj 
you must pay for them.” The Indians would 
turn out their horses and mules very reluctant|y 
to pay, and it would be long before the next de,” 
redation would be committed. The depredations 
which have been committed are so inconsiterai\, 
that they will cause no draw on the Treasury 


tion took piace. As to the Cherokees in Arkan- || tions, and to the establishment of an Indian bound- || under this bill, but it will establish a principe 


Bas 
Mr. BELL. Oh! I mentioned them merely as | 





an exaniple; any other tribe would do as weil. || 


Mr. RUSK. There was but one other tribe, 


States. 

Mr. BELL. 
quesuon to warn upon this: whether it is sound 
policy for this Government to assume to guaranty | 
the payment of indemnity to the ciuzens of ‘Texas 
for ail the depredations that may be committed on 
their border seitiements by Indians of any tribe, 
Camanches or others? 

Mr. RUSK. 

Mr. BELL. In amity with the United States? 
That is rather obscure and uncertain in its appli- 
cauon. I do not know how far the Camanches 
are considered on terms of amity with the United 
States. Some of them have made treaties with the 
Unived States. I think « would give rise to great 
perplexity to the department. But I am not cer- 
tain whether itis not sound policy to pass such a | 
law. It would bring to the nouce of the Congress | 
of the United States the character of the depreda- | 
tious of these wandering tribes. | believe these 


are not settled tribes, having fixed habitations, || 


All the lodians in Texas are nomadic, as | under- 
stand it, ‘The passage of such a law as this would 
necessarily lead within a year or two to the estab- 
lishment of a chain of posts on the boundary of 
Texas, or otherwise it would become such a vur- | 
den on the Treasury as will be found to be very 
serivus and embarrassing. If Texas should re- 
fuse to permit the establishment of an Indian 
boundary, [do not see how such a policy as this 
can be sustained, 1 undersiand that Texas stren- 
uous'y opposes the idea that this Government 
should inrerpose to establish any Indian boundary 
withio her limits She stands upon her rights of | 
exciusive State jurisdiction and sovereignty in re- 
lation to the Lodiansin her territory. 1 know, and 





that when this subject was before us a year or two 
ago, aod a bill was inweduced, we both thought 


this a very serious nen and my recollection 
‘ 


i} 


|| treaties. 
|| eral Government. 


are usual in such cases. 
As to the constitutional question, you, sir, know 


! ibe, || that it is a very old question. The Supreme Court 
and they have been driven over into the United || 


decided in a celebrated case that this Government 


|| had the power, under the clause of the Constitu- | 

1 understand, then, the whole || tion giving power to regulate commerce and inter- 
| . : 

| course with the Indian tribes, without the assent of 


‘the Legislature. 1 think the question a very diffi- 
| cult one, if you come to examine it from the begin- 
| ning, and but for the decisions which have been 


| made, and the practice from the origin of the Gov- | 
‘ F t || ernment, (no power being given us in the Consti- 
In amity with the United States. || 


tution,) | should think it more than doubtful 
| whether we have any such power. On that power 
| to regulate commerce with the Indian tribes, we 


|| have built gn immense superstructure since. the 
|| time of Washington. 
|| difficulty with any State, the shortest way to ter- 


But if we are to have any 


| minate it is to propose to her that she should give 
her assent to these regulations. 

| Mr. RUSK. The United States have just as 

| much jurisdiction now under the Constitution as 


|| they would have with any agreement on the part 


|of Texas. They have a right to make treaties 
with the tribes, to regulate trade and intercourse. 
| The Constitution is clear on the subject. The 
| States are peehees from entering into any such 

The power clearly belongs to the Gen- 
The General Government in 
| this instance has exercised it. It has entered into 


|| a treaty with the Camanches, in which it did 
|| not consult the State of Texas at all. 


Nor was. it 
| bound todo so under the Constitution. The only 
| difficulty which has got into the mind of the hon- 
orable Senator proceeds, | apprehend, from certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
some two or three years ago, which were referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. A great 
number of the western tribes were anxious to go 
over into Texas and settle there. 


bers, and settled on a large tract of valuable coun- 
try there. War ensued between them and Texas, 


and they were driven out. The Kickapoos did the 


so does my friend from Missouri, (Mr. Arcaison,] | before the annexation, did go over in large num- 


is, that tne Senator from ‘Texas [Mr. Rusk) op- 
posed it. bs : 

Mr. ATCHISON. No, he did not. 

Mr, BELL. Well, there was some opposition 
from aome quarter. Jt seems to me that no such 


policy as this can be adopted by Congress with- 


outime assent of Texas. lt would, perhaps, there- them by treaty. 


fore, be advisable that a ition should be 
made in this bill tg receive the assent of the Legis- | 
iature of Texasto such regulations as the Gov- 
ernment shall think proper to establish for the 
purpose of restraining these depredations. The 
Senator from Texas knows more about this than | 
do; but from the knowledge which I have derived 
from having attended somewhat closely for seve- 
ral years 10 our Indian relations, it seems to me 


seme. They are still anxious to do it; and at this 
| very time the largest portion of the Indians driven 
| outof Florida are over there seeking to make ar- 
| rangements by which they can settle. The Ca- 
manches endeavored to make some arrangement 
by which a certain country should be laid out to 


Texas protested, and passed resolutions solemnly 
protesting, as they always will do. The United 
States have no right to take the Indians, which 
belong to another part of the United Sites, and 
quarter them on Texas. Nobody will contend for 
that. 

This bill extends precisely the same law to 
Texas which has existed in all the other States 
where there are Indian wibesa. The same rules to 


The Cherokees, | 


Against that the Legislature of 
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| establishment of these Indian boundaries. 


‘| ary, and military posts on her boundary, such as || which will be very beneficial in restraining the 


Indians, for they will be obliged to pay when they 
make depredations on the defenceless frontier, 
Mr. BELL. 1 did not intend to intimate tha. 
any assent given by the Legislature of Texas 
would enlarge the power of Congress over the |n- 
dian territory in Texas. I had the idea, derived 
from the source which the Senator has alluded to, 
that the State of Texas had protested against the 
| wish 
to call the attention of the Senate to this fact. If 
we send a proper amount of force, and of the 


| proper description, to Texas, and Congress is to in- 


demnify the inhabitants of Texas for these depre- 
dations, there is this difficulty still, unless we 
establish Indian boundaries, A large proportion 


| of the northern part of Texas is still unsettled, but 


the settlements are still advancing upon the mar- 
gina of the fertile streams, or wherever water and 
fuel are to be found, and the settlements are liable 
to be extended fifty ora hundred miles ata time. 
The Indians, in the habit of roaming over the 
prairies in pursuit of the buffalo, must occasionally 
find a new settlement within what they consider 
their own domain, and will be apt to fall on thea 
and expel them, supposing they have the right of 
todo. Iam only supposing this. I do not know 
that itis so, I know it is the history of the set- 
tlement of the territory west of the Alleghanies, 
and east of the Mississippi. 1 suppose the same 
is the case in Texas, and therefore the sound 
policy would be to have an Indian boundary pre- 
scribed, and after the settlements advance to that 
line it could be fixed again at some remote point 
from the new settlements; and after once that 
boundary was fixed, the Indians who passed it 
would be liable to be considered as hostile and 
aggresive on the territory of the people of Texas. 
hese are things about which the Senator from 
Texas is better informed than Iam. It seems 0 
me very difficult to repress these depredauons 
unless something of this kind is done, and unless 
there are known and fixed boundaries for the ume 
being, which, if they passed, they would be con- 
sidered as hostile. I merely suggest this. | think 
it would be better to have the Indian boundaries, 
but, after all, if the Senator from Texas does oot 
think it expedient or practicable to give authority 
in this bill to establish those boundaries, | am 
willing to vote for the bill as it is, and to make an 
experiment of it for a year or two; but I think we 
shall then all become sufficiently acquainted with 
the true policy of the Government as to the mode 
of restraining these Indians. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. On a former oc- 
casion I submitted some remarks, showing that 
the law of 1834 did pot in my opinion apply © 
the case of Indians mot living on territory des- 
i as Indian country, and therefore under the 
control of the intercourse laws, by which the 
United States provide to exclude white men, The 
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ment of the Senator from Kentucky looks | 
diferent state of things, and | think will in- 

wee the expenses of the Government greatly, | 
a of diminishing them, which | understand 
i his object. It will include all Indians, | 
“ ther nomadie in their character, or whether | 
pas of tribes which have lost their tribal | 
edition; and if such be the policy of the Gov- | 
é nment, then the amendment will not.cover all the 
ool which can be brought before Congress. In | 
Mississippi there is a remnantof the Choctaws, 
nd, | think, a few Chickasaws, who, at the time | 
‘ye eribes were removed and the land ceded to the | 
ited States, remained, and have occasionally | 
committed depredations on private property. [| 
nave heretofore considered that the law of 1834 | 
did not extend to those cases, and that no remedy 
wasprovided for the evil by the legislation of Con- 
wess. But if the principle be adopted that the | 
Tipited States are responsible whether these In- | 
jians have a tribal character or not, or whether | 
they reside in territory from which white men 

wereexcluded or not, of course I shall insist upon 
including Mississippi within its application; and I | 
move, therefore, to amend the bill by inserting the | 
yord * Mississippi ”’ after the word “ Alabama.” | 

Mr. RUSK. One word in explanation to the | 
Senator from Tennessee. ‘The Camanche has no 
idea of boundary at all, and if you are about to 
make a treaty with him, the moment you talk of 
confining him to a given line, he will break up the 
yegotiation and quit. They follow the buffalo. 
As the settlements advance, the Buffalo retires, 
and the Camanche never comes into the settlements 
at all, unless it is on some friendly visit, or for the 
purpose Of making @ treaty; or he may visit the | 
oflitary posts, as he has recently done, for the 
purpose of committing depredations, So far as 
the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi 
is concerned, if he shall make out a case showing 
that Mississippi has been depredated upon by In- 
dans, and shall bring in a proposition of this kind 
wregard to it, 1 will cheerfully vote for it in a 
soarate bill. But, as I think it will embarrass 
ins bill, I shall vote against it here. 

Mr. CLEMENS. | have not the least objection 
o the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Mississippi, because it amounts to just nothing at 
all. Mississippi has had the benefit of this iter- 
course law, and al! we ask for Alabama is to be 
poton the same footing with other States. The 
Government directed the sale of the public lands 
formerly belonging to the Creeks, within the lim- 
isof Alabama; the sale was made at public auc- 
tion, the citizens of the United States bought the 
lands there, and the Government permitted the In- 
dang to remain. The Government thus failed to 
discharge its duty in removing the Indians, and 
afierwards the Government were instrumental in 
producing the outbreaks which occurred there. It 


amend 





insisted upon starving the Jndians in order to in- |. 


duce them to remove peaceably, and during the 
years 1x34 and 1835 the Indians were suffering al- 

most from absolute starvation—the United Siates 
refusing to extend their aid because they wanted 
them to remove peaceably, and the Indians object- 
ing to going. ‘This state of things it was that pro- 
duced the outbreaks in Alabama. General Jack- 
son brought the subject to the notice of Congress 
in 1836, and Congress established a board of com- 
missioners to investigate and report upon the 
aims. They did report upon them; and now, 

‘y a construction given it by the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs, we are denied the benefit of this 

intercourse law, as extended to other States. We 
ask now to have the benefit of it; we ask not for 
payment of the cases since 1839; we are willing 

0 allow the statute of limitations to be applied to 
us for three years; we only ask to be put on the 
same footing with other States. “ 

_Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The cases of Mis- 
‘issippi and Alabama are parallel. The Indian 
ule was extinguished, and the remnants of the 
‘bes which remained in both cases committed the 
depredations. 

Mr. CLEMENS. It was not a remnant, but a 
whole tribe of Creeks. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Government, 


| believe, in good faith, endeavored to remove the || 


hoctaws, but they did not fully succeed. A rem- 
nant, and for a long time whole baids of them re- 
mained; some of them are there yet. These In- 


dians commit depredations, and I do not think that 


case is included within the provisions of the 
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law of 1834. It may be equitable, however, in the 
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provisions of any law on the subject which Con- 
gress may make. If no case is made out, no 
money will be paid, but that there are cases which 
may be made out, | have not the least doubt, and 
it is therefore that | move my amendment. | was 
originally quite willing to extend the law for the 
benefit of Texas, because [ thought her position to 
be a peculiarone. Notthat | believed the law of 
1834 was applicable to Texas, but that it could be 
made so, and Texas secured against loss by the 
outbreaks of the Indians on her border. | agree 
too with the Senator from Tennessee, that this 
can only effectually be done by establishing a line 
of posis and drawing the Indians above it. No 
matter how nomadic may be the character of the 
Indians, if you remove them above a certain line, 
and establish efficent military posts along its border, 
you can keep them above it. And never was there 
a country better adapted to this purpose, in my 
opinion, than western Texas. ‘They could be 
removed from the chaparral country, and placed 
beyond a line of posts extending im the direction of 
Santa Fé above the desert. ‘I'he Indians, there- 
fore, after passing the line of posts, would have a 
wide and open plain to cross before they could get 
to the chaparral. We have alread y mousated troops 
there, and we also have before the Senate a bil! to 
increase that force. 
dred rangers would answer the purpose, and if I 
could believe with the Senator from Texes: that 
five hundred such men would afford adequate pro- 
tection to the frontier of that State, | should esteem 
it @ great stroke of economy to withdraw the 
troops from that quarter and employ a force of that 
description. 

The Senator from Texas, 1 know, has been en- 
gaged in this service, and | yield to his experience; 
but that experience only applies where the case is 
suuilar. ‘The settlements of Texas are extending, 
branching out on every stream, as depicted by the 

| Senator from Tennessee, and those frontiers are 
| exposed to hazard, and suffer from Indian depre- 
dauons. We have no right to restrain the advance 
of those settlements, and we can acquire no such 
right unless by the consent of ‘Texas, and that is 
one of the essential elements which to my mind 
render the proposition of the Senator from ‘len- 
nessee necessary. It is as essential to restrain the 
| white men as the Indians, if we wish to prevent 
| collisions between them, and this can only be done 
by the consent of Texas, whereby a line may be 
established which the men shall not be allowed to 
pass as well as the Indians. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
| to insert the word ** Mississippi,’’ and it was re- 

jected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
| third reading, the yeas and nays being ordered, as 
follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Cass, Clemens, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
lowa, Downs, Foote, Houston, King, Mangum, Rusk, Se-~ 
bustian, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, lurcney, 
Underwood, Wales, Walker, aad Yulee—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, 
| Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dick- 
insoun, Gieene, Hamlin, Mason, Pearce, Winturop, and 
Whitcomb—1l4. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I askthat the bill may have 
its third reading now. 

The PRESIDENT. That cannot be done. 

Ata subsequent period of the day the bill was 
| read a third time and passed. 

PURCHASE OF BOOKS, 
Mr. MANGUM. l|ask the Senate to take up 
| the resolution in relation to the book of Mr. Pal- 
_ mer, with a view of making it the special order 
for Monday, if that will be agreeable to the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. 

The resolution was taken up, 

Mr.MANGUM. I moveto make it the special 
order for Monday next, at half-past eleven o’clock. 
_ Mr. BENTON, That will not do. ‘We can- 
not finish the morning business by that time, and 
_ there are resolutions now lying on the table which 
should be taken up. 

, Mr. MANGUM. Well, then, say twelve 
{ 


{ 
} 


o’cock, 
Mr. MASON. Will that override the bill now 
under consideration? 
| The PRESIDENT. It will not; it will come 
up in its regular order, 
The mouon to make the resolution a special 
| order for Monday, at twelve o’clock, was agreed to. 


i have no idea that five hun- | Wales, and Winthrop—I5. 


THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to provide for the more effectual execution of 


the third clause of the second section of the fourth 


| 





article of the Constitution of the United States. 

Several amendments were offered to the bill, 
which were debated at length and disposed of, and 
the bill was finally calentto be engrossed fora 
third reading by yeas and nays, as follow: 

YE AS—Meesrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, 
Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, 


| Mason, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, Stur- 








geon, Turney, Underwood, Walrs, and Yulee—27, 

NAYS—Mesers. Baldwin, Bradbury, Chase. Cooper, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Greene, Smith, Upham, Waiiker, and Wiuthrop—12. 

{These proceedings will appear in full in the 
Appendix. ] 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. FOOTE moved that when the Senate ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet ou Monday next. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered, and were as follow: 

YBAS—Messsrs. Aichison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, 
Hunter, Mangum, Mason, Pearce, Ru-k, Smith, Soulé, 
Turney, Upham, Waiker, and Yulee—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Chase, Cooper, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of Iowa, Houston, Jones, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, 


So the motion was agreed to, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satuapay, 4ugust 24, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. JONES rose and said, that he desired the 
| unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
| resolution in which every member of the House, 
| as he thought, and, indeed, the whole country, 
| was more or less interested, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

« Resolved, Thatthe Speaker of this House cause to be 
procured two chairs, to be placed jn trout of the Clerk's 
| desk, for the official reporters of the House, which shall be 
paid for out of the contingent fund of the same.’’ 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said, Is there any objection? 

Mr. BOWLIN made an inquiry or suggestion; 
in reply to which, 

Mr. JONES said, the resolution contemplated 
the same kind of accommodation as was furnished 
| in the Senate. 

The SPEAKER said, no objection appeared to, 
be made. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, if the gentleman from, 
Tennessee (Mr. Jones} would so modify the rego- 
| lution as to strike out the word “ official,” he 
| (Mr. A.) would not object. . 

Mr. JONES said, he had no objection so to 
modify the resolution as to say, ‘‘ the reporters of 
the House.’” It was well understood, he believed, 
| that the reporters of the **Globe’’ were the official 
| reporters of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Before this resolution is in- 
troduced under the unanimous consent of the 








House, he would like to understand distinctly 
what construction is to be put upon it. ‘The 
Chair understands that the resolution refers to the 
reporters of the “Congressional Globe.”’ 

Mr. JONES. To the reporters of the “Cor- 
gresvional Globe;” as | understand that they are 
the official reporters. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, rose and objected. 

So the resolution was not received. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. FOWLER, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Burt in the chair,). and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the current fiscul year. 

EXAMINATION OF DRUGS. 

Mr. SCHENCK offered. the following amend- 
ment to the item providing for the payment of 
the examiners of drags. 


“ Por payment of compensation to Dr. Thomas 0. Ed- 
wards, fur his services a3 examiner into the practical Opera- 
tion of he law for the prevention of the importation of 
spurious aud adulterated drags and medicines, under ap- 
pointmeot from the Secretary of the ireasury, Octover 10, 

1848, $250."? 


Mr. S. explained. He said that it was Doctor 
Edwards, of Ohio, his esteemed colleague in the 
last Congress, who had been chiefly active and 
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instrumental in urging and’ obtaining the passage 
of the highly beneficial law to prevent the import- 
ation ef sparious and adulterated drags. From 
hus familiarity with the subject, and the admirable 
fiiness of theselection, Mr. Secretary Walker had 
chosen him, in the recess in 1840, to visit the 
principal ovties at the east—Boston, New York, 
and Priladetphia—to examine into, and’ report 
upon the: practical working of thatdaw. He was: 
occupied five weeks on this service; and-his re- 
port, containing much valaable information, and 
suggestions which had led to further legislation, 
had been communicated to Congress. ‘The Secre- 
tury, in his letter communicating that report, had 
stated that he was only authorized, by existing 
appropriations, to pay the expenses of the ex- 
amitner, and recommended sore provision to be 
made for compensation for his time and Services. 
He would refer gentiemen to that letter from Mr. 
Walker. The amendment proposed $250 for the 
pay of Doctor Edwards. That would be at the 
rate of ubout seven dollars per duy—one dollar 
less said Mr. 8.) than the estimated value we set 
upon our own daily services here; but sever dol- 
lars more, [ am afraid, than the people of this 
country are just now appraising our important | 
labors at! The appropriation (Mr. S. said) was 
unquestionably right, and he hoped the committee 
would concur. 

W hilst Mr. 8, was explaining, 

Mr. JONES interposed, to inquire whether 
Doctor Edwards was not, at the time he was dis- 
charging these duties, a member of Congress. 

Mr. SCHENCK. He was; but these services | 
were rendered at the request of the Secretary, | 
when Congress was notin session, They did not | 
interfere with his duties: as a member of Con- 
guess. 





| from ‘Tennessee. 


| 


__THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ___ 


The qtestion was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes'83, noes 40. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES offered the foilowing amendment: 

Provided, ‘That from and alter the passage of this act, the 
salary or compelisation of no ove of said examiners shall 


exeeed the entire receipts of duties on drugs at the port of 
winch he is examiner.”’ 


Mr. Ji, in explanation, said that the exam- 
iners at the ports at which they were autior- 
ized received a specific salary. Some of them 
received about $1,000, and the entire receipts for 


| duues upon drugs imported into these ports, he 


understood, did not amount in the year probably 
to more thun fifteen or twenty dollars: ‘The duues 
of these examiners could as well be performed by 
the praciising physicians of the several cities, where 
their private professional dates required their pres- 
ence; and if they received no other compensation 
than the receipts upon these drugs, it would be 
sufficient for the services rendered. 

Me. HMHLLIARD saidj: 1 am decidedly op- 
posed to the amendment offered by the gentleman 
Nothing could be more perni- 
cious to the particular interest Involved, than 1ts 
adopuon. it would be fatabto it. Let us examine 
itg application for a moment: An eXaminer 1s ap- 
pointed by the Government to inspect ail drugs 
imported into the United States,with a view to 
thie exclusion of such as are.adulterated, or other- 


| wise unfit tor use; and for this service he receives 


a specilic salary. Now the gentieman from ‘lea- 
nessee proposes that the salury of the examiners 
in the several ports shall not exceed the amount 
of duues collected upon the importation of foreign 
drugs; in other words, that the salary of the ex- 


| amimer shall be depehdent- upon use amount of 
| drugs imporied—and not upon the amount ex- 


Mr. BOWLIN raised the point of order on the || cluded. 


‘Lhis would make it the interest of the 





amendment, on the ground that it proposed to ap- |) &* 
| oifering an inducement to neglect his duty rather 


propriate money for past services. 

Mr. SWEETSER also raised the point of or- 
der. 

The CHAIRMAN &aid, he had understood the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr, Scmenck) to say, that 
the appomtment was made by the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury; that no compensation was fixed, and 
no appropriation made by law. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I did not exactly say all 
that. Doctor Edwards was appointed under the 
authority of law. There was no authority to pay 
the salary. ‘The Secretary did not feel authorized 
to pay more than the expenses, and he had asked 
Congress, in his report, to make the appropriation, 
The wem was passed during the last Congress, but 
in some way or other slipped out of the hands of 
the Clerk and was lost. ‘There were gentlemen 
here who would remember the fact. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired, whether the appdint- 
ment was not made under a law ? 

Mr. SCHENCK, Yes, to carry out alaw which 
had been passed, 

Mr. BAYLY. What is the sum? 

Mr. SCKENCK. Two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
dred dollars. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [assure the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Bayuy) that he is mistaken, . [tis 
$250, as appears by the papers which | obtained 
by the gentleman from Virginia himself. (Mr. 8, 
here showed the papers to Mr. B., who acqui- 
eseed. ) 


Mr. SWEETSER insisted on the point of or- 


der. , 
Tke Chair is inclined to think, 


He did not ask over two hun- 


The CHATR. 
and so decides, that this amendment falls within 
the principle, and indeed within the strict rule of the 
amendment adopted in the case of Mr. Gorman, and 
iu another case (the name of which was not heard 
by the reporter) Which had been passed upon 
heretofore in the proceedings of the committee. 
Under the authority of these two’ decisions, the 
Chair decides that the amendment is in order. 

Mri SCHENCK. Lask that the communica-' 
tion of Mr. Walker requesting that the appropria-' 
tion should be made may be read. 

No objection having been made— 

‘The communication was read. 

Teliers were ordered on the amendment, and 
Messrs. Savace and Govp were appointed. 

The CHAIR called upon gentlemen to vote 
either on the one side or the other, so as to make a 
querum: 








examiner w relax his vigilance, and would be 


than to perform it. These examiners have ren- 
| dered essenual service to the counury—they have 
| excluded from the market an immense amount of 
adulterated drugs, that would have otherwise en- 
tered the coumry, and might have been used to 
the detriment of the health of our people. The 
system of examination is an admirable oné—it is 
the best sanitary regulation which the Govern- 
ment could adopt, and | am for mamtaining’ it’ in 
full vigor. Besides, sic, the amount of labor per- 
formed is not in thiscase the proper standard of 
compensation. 

Mr. STRONG inquired if the examiner was not 
relieved from a poruion of lavor by rejecting im- 
| ported drugs; and it, for that reason, his salary 
ought not to be reduced ? 

Mr. HILLIARD, Noratall. The examina- 
tion must be made, and the compensation of the 
person performing those duties ought not to-de- 
pend, in any way, upon the amount of importa- 
tions. it requires a skillful person to act as an 
| examiner, and we should pay such a salary as will 
| secure one fully competent. 

‘The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 


Mr. BAYLY, under instructions, he said, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, offered the 
| following amendment; which was agreed to: 
* For paying a balance found by the accounting officers to 
be due to José Yanardy, former Consul at Cadiz, in Spain, 
the sum of $1,228 80; aud said accounting Officers are tu as- 
| vertain bow imucii of suid sum is dud #y descent or devise, 
| Or in any other manner, to the late José M. Yznardy, or 

to his heirs, former consuf of the United States at Havana, 
| who is indebted wo the United States; and so much of this 
nPDEDPE ‘ation as shall be so found to ve due to said José 

. Yznardy, or to bis heirs, shail he applied on said indebt- 
edness; and the femaindeér of this uppropriation w be paid 


| to the Uther heirs of the said José Yznardy, or to his repre- 
| sentatives.”’ 


The Cierk read the following clause, viz: 

* To-enabdle the Secretary of the Interior to take a perpet- 
ual lease to the United States, from the city of Utica, New 
York, free of taxes or other charges of any sori, so, many 
rvoms in the City Hall in said city, about Ww be erected, as 
may be necessary for the proper accommodation of the 
United States. district and circuit courts holden in said 
city, and their officers, $12,000: Provided, That no partof this 
appropriation shall be paid until it shall be certified by the 


justices ‘of said circuit court that the said rooms are pro- 
vided, and the said lease made.” 


Mr: HARALSON moved to amend the above 
clause, to make it read as follows, viz: 
To enable thé Secretary of the Interior to take a ew 
= lease to the United Siates from the city of Utica, New 
ork, and from the justices of the inferior court of Cobb 


eounyy a, free of taxes or other of 
so many in the City Hail in sakh chy, and Goure 




















. 
ee 
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house in the town of Marietta, about to be a 
be necessary for the accommodation of the . ae 
Stales district and eireuit courts, holden in said con 
town, and their officers, scventeen thousand dollars: mae 
for the lease from the on of Utiea, and $5,000 for ye tee 
from the justices of the inferior court ot said count elope 
vided, That no part of this appropriation shall be pas Zo 
it shall be certified by the respective justices of a 
court that the said rooms are provided, and the sa, evremt 


made,”’ Mt lease 

Mr. BAYLY raised a question of 
the amendment. lt was he said, alae = 
purpose as that which the Chair rule 
the Saher day. out of order 

The CHAIRMAN said, as an independe 
proposition, he should decide the amendment rm 
of order; but as an amendment to the item reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, he m 
consiter it in order. - 

Mr. HARALSON briefly explained and 9, 
ported the amendment, in remarks of which (wins 
to the position from which he spoke) no more tha 
the general tenor could be caught by the reporter, 
He was understood to say, that no room was pro. 
vided for the Federal courts which were heid in 
Marietta, other than such as could be rented tem- 
porarily. He spoke of the importance and neatness 
of the place, and urged upon the justice of the com. 
mittee that if the appropriation reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means for Utica were 
retained, the similar one he proposed for Mariei: 
should be inserted, and both places put upona fy. 
ing of equality. 

ellers were asked and ordered; and Messr 
Fow er and FeatHerston were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 72, noes 56. 

So the amendment of Mr. Hararson was 
adopted. 

Mr. BOOTH moved to strike out the entire item, 
as amended. 

Mr. HILLIARD, Isitin order, before the mo. 
tion to strike out is put, to amend the section as it 
stands? 

The CHAIRMAN. It isin order. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved to amend the section by 
adding the following, viz: 

“ And to enable the Secretary of the Interior to take 4 
perpetaal lease to the United States from the State of Ala- 
bama, free of taxes or other city charges of any sort, so 
many rooms in the State-house in the city of Montgomery, 
about to be erected, as may be necessary for the proper ac- 
couunodation the United States district and circuit 
courts, holden’ in said city, and their officers, $12,000; 
Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be paid 
until it shall be certified by the justices of said ciewt 
roa that the said rooms are provided, and the said lease 
made. 

He said he would ask the attention of the com- 
mittee for a single moment. They were building 
in the city of Montgomery, Alabama, a new State 
House. The district and circuit courts of the 
United States were both held there, and when sit- 
ting there, were accommodated in a room hired 
temporarily for that purpose—for which a large 
sum was being paid. He asked no money to buy 
land; he should prefer not to do it; he asked none 
to erect buildings there; he should prefer not to do 
it. Hesimply asked, instead of appropriating, 
from year to year, for the rent of temporary 
rooms, that $12,000 should be expended to takea 
perpetual lease of such rooms as were necessary 10 
the court-house, which was now in the process of 
erection. He urged, that instead of the proposi- 
tion being one tending to increase the expenditures 
of the Government for this purpose, it was one of 
positive economy, 

Mr. RUMSEY said, he was opposed to this 
amendment. It seemed to him, that this was the 
commencement of a system, with rd to the 
construction of buildings for the use of the courts 
of the United States, of which they could, at pres- 
ent, scarcely see the end. He could well conceive, 
that in some Of the large cities where they had 
terms of the various courts going on almost all the 
time, it was necessary that they should provide 
some place for holding the Federal courts; but i 
the ordinary country towns it seemed to him that 
there was no reason for it; there being but few 
courts held in these places, the Federal courts 
could always be accommodated in the court-rooms 
already provided, He was to these prop 
ositions, 7 . especially un os shay came from 
some one of the committees of the 

Mr. HARALSON moved to amend the,ariehd- 
ment o een by increasing the appro 
Mle said, that the’ Fediark which fell from the 
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